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THE FUTURE GERMAN STUDIES THE 
BRITISH UNIVERSITIES 


WILLIAM Rose 


Between the two wars there was growing feeling that Ger- 
man studies the British universities were need reform, 
and though sporadic, and not wholly unsuccessful, attempts were 
being made adjust curricula changing demands; the outbreak 
hostilities 1939 called halt for the time being the diseus- 
sion this problem among university teachers. The first and 
fundamental effect the war 1914-18 had been the abandon- 
ment the practice appointing Germans German chairs. 
These German scholars had brought with them the philological 
tradition the German universities their epoch, and this tradi- 
tion took such strong root that for many years the study 
medieval philology was regarded the most important aspect 
German studies, and literature was treatcd solid accumulation 
material facts which could best investigated the philo- 
trained mind. was thought that this approach Ger- 
man studies impressed students with sense and understanding 
scientific method. The German-born teachers were apparently beset 
disturbing doubts whether their methods could justly 
called scientific. Nor they seem have asked themselves whether 
the newly established discipline German literature and language 
was not being too narrowly constricted for the nceds 
students. 


far philology was concerned, the purpose was imp!ant 
knowledge the growth the German language and the prin- 
ciples which had governed this growth. may suggested that 
for most English students German philology, and even Germanic 
philology its wider aspects, important mainly part 
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studies more extensive scope. not end itself, but 
merely one branch the science philology, science moreover 
which but mechanical exercise unless informed with 
consciousness the anthropological, historical and psychological 
background. has place general German studies far 
helps towards understanding the spirit and quality both 
the older and the modern stages the German language, promotes 
the interpretation literary texts, and throws light upon German 
ways thought. From the point view the German honours 
degree, and apart from its value the respects here indicated, 
possesses certain importance mental the exact 
study texts, whether medieval modern, but the preponderant 
weight which has been attached the past has blinded stu- 
denis the fact that unless they are going make life-study 
philology its only real use the spade-work literary research. 
The wider and deeper study philology should organised 
Department Comparative Philology, not modern language 
department. 


Literature conditioned living forces, and there are other 
collateral studies which are far more important for the under- 
standing piece literature the expression man’s mind 
the thought and feeling social community. have 
moved away from past attitudes recent years, but philological 
methods have not resigned their grip literary studies, Students 
literature are still inclined base their researches too limited 
field know!edge. Though useful work has been carried out 
research students, their investigations frequently stop the point 
where more vivid awareness the living quality literature 
would equip them throw important light essential psycho- 
logical sociological problems and the the erea- 
tive mind. 


Hitherto German the British Isles have been domi- 
nated the conception ‘‘Language and Literature.’’ Those are 
the disciplines which university teachers have been trained, yet 
there has been little attempt define the scope and content 
undergraduate course due regard 
must paid both the analytical study individual works and 
the historical development the national literature whole, 


= 
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and while bearing mind German standards the 
teacher must not forget that dealing with non-German stu- 
dents and that the Anglo-Saxon approach differs some essential 
ways from that the Germans. German Departments have con- 
tinued for too long mould their courses obsolete German lines 
which have been the Germans themselves. 


Before considering this question, will touch 
briefly upon the approach German literary historians during 
the past thirty years the academie study literature. 


The scholars who were responsible for the establishment 
German studies the British universities had been trained the 
methods Wilhelm Scherer and his which dominated the 
field for fifty years and more during the latter half the nine- 
teenth century and part the twentieth. All credit due these 
pioneers the German for their outstanding work 
the critical examinations texts, the tracing sources, the study 
genres and themes, and the scholarly precision which they 
insisted. The type research which they fostered was waning, 
however, Germany before 1914. was being attacked from all 
sides, not only authors who dislikcd the prospect their own 
works becoming the subject this kind investigation, but 
new generation literary historians who charged with having 
restricted intellectual and aesthetic horizon. They drew sharp 
between the obsoleseent approach lit- 
erary problems and their own investigations which were based 
the conception the study literature discipline. 
was pointed out that though the older school literary his- 
torians prided themselves having imbued literary with 
the spirit, their methods reality were lacking gen- 
uinely principles. Though they had gone work meth- 
odically, they had missed the essential spirit and meaning what 
they set out interpret. The Scherer school had regarded 
worthy study only that literature which had receded sufficiently 
far into the past viewed his‘orieal perspective. The study 
contemporary literature was not considered scholarly pursuit. 
The modernists, the contrary, devoted much attention con- 
temporary literary expression, and the conception Literaturge- 
schichte was replaced that Literaturwissenschaft, 
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The Scherer school was not one, but half 
dozen more schools literary research, and cach these was 
sub-divided into groups which, spite their agreement gen- 
eral principle, often differed violent'y their speeifie approach. 
Since the years immediately the outbreak the first 
world war there has been confused welter theorics the right 
way study literature and literary history, and each the 
various trends has produced number noteworthy works 
analysis synthesis. detailed survey would vastly 
complicated and demand considerable space, since theories not only 
overlap, but are many cases closely bound with the ideas 
propounded the fields philosophy, history, art and psychology. 
Among the more influential literary historians may mentioned 
the Dilthey, Nadler, Gundolf, Strich, Korff, Unger, Wal- 
zel, Cysarz and Ermatinger, and comprehensive review their 
theory and practice would possible without taking into 
their association with the fructifying ideas scholars and thinkers 
such Woelfflin, Spranger, Spengler and Freud. Common 
nearly a!l them the general insistence that the term ‘‘history 
literature’’ outmoded, that research literature ‘‘literary 
science,’’ and the conflict ideas may the essays pub- 
lished prominent protagonists the various schools under such 
programmatic titles Literaturgeschichte als Wissenschaft, Litera- 
turgeschichte als Geisteswissenschaft, Literaturgeschichte und 
teraturwissenschaft, Literaturgeschichte und Geistesgeschichte, Li- 
als Problemgeschichte, ete. 

number these scholars based their studies various forms 
racial theory, which regarded the individual author little 
importance compared with the inspiration which springs ipso facto 
from his being rooted the particular nation 
province. Others constituted sociological school schools which 
endeavoured trace the relation between literature and the ceo- 
nomico-social milieu. interest note that this tendency 
was represented strongly among German Anglisten, such Levin 
Schiicking, Wilhelm Dibelius and Bernhard Fehr. The psychologi- 
cal school schools (for all the other groups there were dif- 
ferent approaches within the wider agreement method inter- 
pretation) attempted analyse experience and personality 
and determine the existence variety human national 


THE FUTURE GERMAN STUDIES 


types. Those who were influenced psychoanalytical theory and 
practice, pursuing different methods from those the 
logical school just mentioned, studied the unconscious subeon- 
scious elements works art, and the psycho-analytical inter- 
pretation literature had attained remarkable dimensions before 
stop was put the advent the National régime. 
other scholars the study literary history was extended 
beeome the study Geistesgeschichte, that is, all the produets 
the human mind. This extension led before long attempts 
interpret the whole eultural life epoch the expression 
the same ideas prineiples. further group devoted themselves 
the analysis ‘‘style,’’ and the conception style was made 
the basis literary study. There was attempt determine the 
nature style something which not the invention in- 
dividual, but itself subjects individuals its laws, and its signifi- 
eance for these erities was such that overrode all other factors. 
The history literature became the history style. Others tried 
determine the nature and trace the movement ideas. Economic 
and social conditions were importance, since the 
history was regarded the history the development 
the creative mind. This type investigation was some in- 
stances less system research than form imaginative specu- 
lation, and number its disciples lost touch with the 
earth almost completely and turned the history literature into 
kind mystie mythology. 


will thus seen that reaction the Scherer school and 
its method studying external facts there was revulsion the 
opposite extreme, which was ignore all but the 
epoch, and professors German dealt mainly 
metaphysical general criticism that might levelled 
against much the literary research that has been carried out 
Germany during the past thirty years that, instead searching 
for objective truth, scholars started out with preconceived notions 
and the resolve force the subject under investigation within the 
confines personal theory. Their work vitiated cloudy 
use would-be subtle philosophical and metaphysical terms, which 
encouraged the apparently irresistible temptation exploit 
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the opportunity offered the genius the German language for 
the invention novel abstract locutions. 


The wealth ideas and the multifarious methods approach 
which have been such striking feature recent German studies 
Germany are both inspiration and warning. need not 
necessarily follow the Germans, since our purpose pursuing 
German studies wider than theirs and our premises must some 
respects inevitably differ. They are studying their own native lit- 
erature, and are understandably imbued with sense their su- 
periority the fields art and are studying this 
same literature foreigners, and though would not 
too strongly distinctions approach far the mature scholar 
understand and interpret literature which not our own. This 
applies with particular force the system that adopted in- 
troducing undergraduates the studies leading the honours 
degree modern language. 


The examination literary texts and the historical develop- 
ment literature will, think, always constitute the nuclear study 
leading the first university degree, but whereas the German stu- 
dent proceeding study his native literature will familiar 
with German history and the German social and possess 
least background knowledge German philosophy, art, and 
ways thought, very little any this knowledge will have been 
acquired the English student before reaching the university. 
Yet such knowledge the study German literature 
anything more than the imbibing loosely associated 
accumulation external facts which are little ex- 
cept means the understanding the spirit from which the 
literature has sprung. 


The student entering upon course studies for the degree 
English may well expcet himself language and 
literature. The student who proposes devote himse'f German 
studies will expect offered the opportunity inquiring into 
such contiguous branches knowledge are indispensable for 
the right understanding German literature. These are mainly 
German history and German philosophy, and insight into these 
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the minimum which our duty offer him, though they 
not eonstitute the whole what the larger universities any rate 
could provide. the larger universities German Department 
should regarded fulfilling its function does not arrange 
facilities for studying the German people whole and any par- 
ticular branch German civilisation which students may 
attracted. Some this work would not necessarily the under- 
graduate level, but should available for the postgraduate who 
wishes either extend his studies into cognate fields deeper 
the insight has already acquired into some branch. 


would therefore suggest that the goal the German Depart- 
ment should defined not the study ‘‘language and litera- 
but the study the German people and the German cul- 
ture. want know how the Germans think, what they think, 
the influences that have moulded their mind and feeling through 
the centuries, and the influences that are moulding these today. 


recent proposal that University teachers German should, 
body, discuss and define their aims encountered the objection 
that the true English method approach allow the principle 
emerge from practice, and that the clothing blunt words 
definition purpose alien the traditional English system. 
Yet the German Departments the British universities have had 
their years practice. They have passed through their Lehrjahre, 
and the time has come analyse their evident failings. from 
such analysis definition can established the purpose for 
which degrees German have been instituted, difficult see 
what cogent objection there can such procedure. 


Without venturing lay down too rigid definition antici- 
pation the findings and conclusions representative commit- 
tee the body University teachers German and other in- 
terested parties, the following may perhaps work- 
ing definition: The purpose German studies arrive 
understanding the German mind and its cultural products. 


Applying this definition the study literature, clear 
that shall have turn our attention the vital factors 
which literature conditioned. While attaching appropriate weight 
the problems aesthetic appreciation, seems that there are 
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two aspects the study German literature which have hitherto 
been unduly neglected. Literature both the product indi- 
vidual mind and the product collectivity, social group. Each 
these aspects literature, though bound with one another 
and with the question enjoyment, can the subject 
study vast itself. The study literature the product 
individual mind requires collateral knowledge the sciences 
that deal with the mind itself, namely philosophy and psychology. 
The study literature the product social group must 
associated with the researches the sociologists, since literature 
not only mirror which are reflected the state and development 
society, but itself function society. Since literature 
form social expression, the student who interested this 
aspect literary investigation will need examine the type, struc- 
ture and condition the society which picce literature 
epoch literature originated. Without such studies 
the student has yardstick which measure his findings. 


for the understanding foreign nation’s literature, and hence 
the nation itself, the various approaches that have here been 
briefly indicated, remarkable that the Universities should have 
been content for long skim lightly over the aesthetic prob- 
lems and, far any serious scientific study concerned, prac- 
tically ignore the historical and social the 
ideas, and the psyckological implications. Either literature 
taught merely subject for aesthetic enjoyment, which 
means the understanding foreign people, and unneces- 
sary stress the fundamental importance for the future 
understanding such can acquired only the universities. 


modern language studies are transforıned from their 
present vague outline into discipline worthy comparison with 
the other university disciplines, essential that there should 
thorough overhaul methods, mapping the whole field 
knowledge that would come within their scope, and consideration 
the kind postgraduate training which may necessary for 
the potential University teacher order that modern language 
departments may adequately staffed the future. The 


THE FUTURE GERMAN STUDIES 


must inquiry into the present content modern language 
courses the universities, including the presentation the forcign 
literature. This could followed joint discussion between mod- 
ern language teachers, historians, philosophers, sociologists and 
psychologists the extent which necessary and practicable 
provide training for the modern language student collateral 
fields study, being drawn between the undergrad- 
uate and postgraduate levels. Other specialisms have opened 
new lines approach studies which are peculiarly the field not 
only the literary historian, but also the philologist, and these 
cannot afford neglect the common ground that has been rendered 
available for joint exploitation. only providing the modern 
language student with something the nature scientific 
method that can silence the charge dilettantism which can 
vith some justice laid against modern language studies, Only 
this basis can the student adequately equipped pursue the 
study foreign literature way that has any meaning and, 
wishes, extend his investigations into the wider sphere 
the human mind and human society. 


University London 
England 
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NEW GERMAN WORDS POPULAR 
ENGLISH DICTIONARIES 


ALBRECHT 


The most recent editions the Concise Oxford Dictionary 
Current English, Oxford, 1944 (Third Edition) and Webster’s 
Collegiate Dictionary, Springfield, 1944 (Fifth Edition) each con- 
tain supplementary list new words. the case the former 
latter ‘‘New Words Section’ (pp. XXVII XXXIV). Both 
the word lists not only add the great bulk the words normally 
listed English dictionary but also add, among other loan 
words, considerable number German words the already 
considerable number German words the original text the 
dictionaries. 


These new newly added words furnish interesting example 
language motion, its ability adopt, adapt and absorb 
completely. The three groups words listed below were taken 
from the Addenda and the New Words Section the dictionaries 
mentioned above. They show the following steps the process 
absorption 


Words which are completely unchanged and which are al- 
most always marked the two dictionaries foreign words 
(by means italics case the Concise Oxford Dictionary 
and mean two horizontal lines preceding the word 
Webster’s Dictionary, i.e. 


Words still their unchanged German form (except for 
small beginning letter) which are more less accepted 
part the English and American vocabularies. 


Words partly anglicized, adapted translated. 


facilitate the comparison the new German words taken 
from the word lists the two dictionaries, the longer list, the 
Addenda, has been chosen basis. The number new German 
words the Addenda seemed first rather large comparison 
with the much smaller number German words the New Words 


List, but examination the actual text Webster’s Dictionary 
showed that the greater number the new German words the 
Addenda had alrcady found their way into the standard text 


Webster’s Dictionary. 


Words followed are listed the Addenda the 
Concise Oxford Dictionary only, words followed are 
listed Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary only, words fol!owed 
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that the word referred German origin. 


Completely unchanged words: 


Anschluss 


Autobahh 
Avertin* 
WOG 


WOG 
Dulag 


Duralumin O(duralumin)G 
Fraunhofer(lines) 


Gauleiter —OG 
Geissler (tube) WOG 
Gestapo WOG 
Homburg 


Lebensraum O(lebensraum)G 


Liederkranz 


Luftwaffe O(Luftwaffe)G 


Metrazol 


Nazi WOG 

Ofag —OG 

Putsch O(putsch)G 


teich WOG 
Reichskanzler 
Schutzstaffel 
Siegfried (line) WOG 
Stalag 
Sturmabteilung 
Sudeten 
Vorlage W—G 
Wehrmacht 


Weltanschauung (see: welt) 


II. Partly accepted and almost unchanged words: 


WOG 
anschluss 
WOG 
WOG 
bergmehl 
blitz WOG 


blitzkrieg 


WOG 
buna 
corps —OG 


heil(ski 
kaput 

O(keton)G 
langläufer 


lebensraum W(Lebensraum) 


metol 
nekton* W(NL**) 


panzer 


German origin not indicated Webster. 


New Latin. 
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desman Swiss F&G fr. Sw. glockenspiel 


duralumin (Duralumin)—W* rathskeller(ratskeller) 
ersatz WOG ribose 

ester WOG schadenfreude 

flak —OG schnauzer 

frankfurt WOG WOG 

gauss WOG O(thermite) 
geliindesprung welt —OG 


III. Partly anglicized translated words: 


Brown Shirt noodle WOG 

delicatessen source-book (transl. fr.)G 

faltboat Third Reich WOG 

WOG wiggle O(M)LG Middle Engl. 
greywacke withershins MLG MHG Anglo- 

ketone WOG wanky 


German origin not indicated Webster. 


examination the words listed above shows that 
means all them are new words. Their newness more often than 
not consists the fact that they have not previously been in- 
cluded the two dictionaries under discussion. Some them, 
doubt, will not even find their way into the next revised editions. 
Such words Dulag (Durchgangslager), Oflag (Offizierslager), 
and Stalag (Stammlager) and several others are already obsulete 
and need known military intelligence personnel only. Others 
such Baedeker, Frankfurter, and Liederkranz are late-comers 
the Ozford Dictionary only. 


NEW GERMAN WORDS 

Those new German words that will find their way into the 
new editions may very likely, they have not already been 
changed some way, experience their first alteration, when they 
are merged into the text the respeetve dietionaries. judge 
the actual text Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, will very 
unlikely, however, that that will happen more than few the 
new German words, for whi'e the Dictionary has many 
eases ceased capitalize its German loan words, Webster’s con- 
sistently retains the The different treatment German 
words the respective dictionaries is, doubt, due the dif- 
ference the usage the respective words the publications 
the two countries concerned. 


Little difference exists regard the more advanced steps 
adaptation and absorption. There not one worthwhile case 
difference the treatment partly compleiely adopted 
translated words. The word Erlking (Oxford) erlking 
Webster; Friesian (Oxford) Frisian Webster. These two 
words are the only examples different spelling the two die- 
tionaries. Otherwise both dictionaries agree perfectly. 


There is, however, one point which they differ fairly 
frequently. That point etymology. The Concise Oxford Dic- 
tionary slightly more consistent indicating the German 
what seem German loan words. This happens especially 
the field science. Words like avertin, bakelite, chromo- 
some, duralumin, nekton and thermit either lack the for German, 
merely make reference the ultimate source: aplanatic, p.e. the 
Dict. explains, was coined Germany Webster states that 
the word Greek origin. 


While there are differences the treatment and the 
etymology German words which the respective selected 
for inclusion their dictionaries, rather surprising find 
far reaching agreement the fields from which the selections 
were made. Arbitrarily limited, they may Science, 
Politics (ineluding military terms), Culture, Food, and Sports, 
followed unavoidable group called Miscellaneous Words. 


That the fact that German scientists coined the words. 
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These six groups are listed below demonstrate more clearly, 
what type words each group contains. indicate the location 
each the words within the dictionaries, they have been ar- 
ranged three vertical columns. The first column consists 
words taken from the Addenda the Concise Oxford Dictionary, 
the second corresponding words found the New Words Section 
Webster’s Dictionary, and the third words corresponding 
the first column but already taken into the standard text 


Webster, 


I.Addenda (Oxford) 


II. New Words Section 


III. (Webster) 


Science: (Webster) 
alexin alexin 
anastigmatic anastigmatic 
aplanatie aplanatie 
avertin Avertin 
bakelite Bakelite 
bergmehl 
bitterling 

buna 
cardan 
chromosome chromosome 
desman desman 
Diesel Diesel 
duralumin Duralumin 
eis 
ersatz ersatz 
ester ester 
Fraunhofer lines Fraunhofer lines 
glance glance 
gauss gauss 
Geissler tube Geissler tube 
greywake 
ketone ketone 
kieselguhr kieseguhr, -gur 
metol 

Metrazol 

nekton nekton 
source-book ribose 
schappe 
strass strass 
withershins withershins 


Addenda (Oxford) 


Politics: 
Anchluss 
blitz 
blitzkrieg 
brownshirt 
Dulag 

flak 

Fuehrer 
Gauleiter 
Gestapo 
Hitlerism 
lebensraum 
Luftwaffe 
mine-thrower 
minen-werfer 
Nazi 

Oflag 
panzer 
putsch 
R-boat 


real-politik 
Reich (Third Reich) 


Siegfried 
Stalag 
stormtroops 


sturmtruppen 


Wehrmacht 


Culture: 
Baedeker 
corps 
einfühlung 
empathy 
Erl-king 
ewigkeit 
Froebelism 
glockenspiel 
Nietzschean 
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II. New Words Section 


Webster 


Black-Shirt 
blitz 
blitzkrieg 
Brown-Shirt 


Führer, Fuehrer 


Luftwaffe 


Nazi, Naziism 


Panzer 


Realmleader 
Reichsführer 
Realpolitik 


Reichskanzler 
Schutzstaffel 
Siegfried line 


stormtrooper 
stuka 
Sturmabteilung 
Sudeten 

Third Reich 


III. Text (Webster) 


Auchluss 


Gestapo 


Lebensraum 


Putsch 


Reich 


Baedeker 


empathy 
erlking 


glockenspiel 
Nietzschean 
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ouija 

rathskeller 

schadenfreude 

tone-poem (Tondichtung) 

wanderlust 

welt Vorlage 
weltanschauung youth-hostel 


Addenda (Oxford) II. New Words Section 


Nietzscheism 
Nietzscheanism 
Ouija 

rathskeller, 


wanderlust 


Weltanschauung 


(Webster) 


Food: bock 
bock bockbier 
bockbier Einbecker bier 
Einbecker bier delicatessen 
delicatessen frankfurter 
frankfurter 
Friesian Frisian 
hasenpfeffer 
hummel hummel 
noodle, nudel noodle, nudel 
Sport: 

langlauf 


heil (ski heil) 

geländesprung 

faltboat, faltboot 
Miscellaneous Words: 


Autobahn 

Bauhaus 
Homburg 
kaput 
schnauzer schnauzer 
spiel spiel 
wiggle wiggle. 


This examination new word lists popular English die- 
tionaries besides demonstrating the process gradual absorption 
loan words into another language, also intended reminder 
the fact that even casual examination our English diction- 
aries shows how much German words and terms are part our 
active vocabulary. This fact which cannot pointed out 
the student German often enough. 

Newcomb College, 
Tulane University 


NEGATION GERMAN 


Harry BERGHOLZ 


One the most frequent diffieulties that baffle the foreigner 
writing German the position nicht negative sentence. 
Even the student who has acquired thorough knowledge the 
language will often feel uncertain, actually make mistake, with 
regard this partieular point. 


consults his various grammars the hope obtaining 
the appropriate information will find that good many either 
remain silent about the subject formulate one general rule which 
once belied the reader’s mind too many, though glaring 
exceptions; they entangle him maze intricate rules and 
exceptions that, here too, goes without the guidance which 
seeks. 


the last instance our conscientious student may turn 
George Curme’s monumental Grammar the German 
Language (New York, 2nd ed., 1922). There will read under 
heading 285. II, dd: 


Negatives. Originally nicht was adverbial accusative 
degree (145. Note and like adverb degree still often stands 
near the end the sentence following objects and other adverbs: 
hast den Segen der Arbeit nicht. Willst den Segen der Arbeit 
nicht haben? nicht only lightly stressed there strong tendency 
for to-day seek the place before stressed word: Hans will nicht 
Soldat werden, but Hans will Soldat nicht wérden, ist schon. Ich 
über deinen Unsinn nicht lachen, but Ich lann nicht über deinen 
Unsinn lachen. There sometimes fluctuation between older usage with 
nicht the end and the newer tendency place before stressed word: 
Man sträubt sich gegen ‘means’ als Einzahl, aber der gute Sprachgebrauch 
unterstützt ihn darin nicht (Gustav Krüger’s des 
Englischen, 123), the new rhythmical principle 
stützt ihn nicht darin. Quite similar the use nie and niemals.’’ 


The student will then turn back what Professor Curme has 
tell him about adverbs degree and will only learn that they 
stand ‘‘at near the end the sentence, usually following objects 
and other adverbs: fördert diese Woche die Arbeit sehr. Ich 
weiche heute hier unter diesen Verhältnissen von meinem Vorhaben 
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keinen Schritt zurück. After having recovered from the un- 
pleasantly grating sound these two examples may left 
wondering master German style, Thomas Mann for in- 
stance, would allow such sentences stand models; and 
may also wonder whether the second example not really beside 
the point zurück, although historically adverb, surely oc- 
cupies the last place virtue its being the particle the 
separable verb zuriickweichen. 


Yet being conscientious will remember look paragraph 
145 Note only read there: 


was once inflected few set expressions still show. The old nom. 
and ace. form nicht (contracted from wiht nicht ein Wicht, not 
thing, not whit) used number set expressions preceded the 
partitive gen.: Hier ist meines Bleibens nicht (nom.) too warm (fig.) 
for here, can’t stay here. Wenn ich mit Menschen- und 
Engelszungen redete und hiitte der Liebe nicht (ace.) Tho speak with 
the tongues men and angels and have not charity. The real genitive 
still survives nichtswiirdig contemptible, lit. worthy nothing. the 
expression nichte machen destroy, dat. with the usual dat. case 
ending. The form mit nichten not all has arisen from contraction 
mit nihte (old negative; see close this Note). The gen. 
nichts was formerly much used partitive gen. depending upon nicht 
(nom. and acc.), nihtes niht nothing all, lit. nothing nothing. Later 
when nicht was adverb the gen. nichts remained the regular 
nom. and ace. the pronoun. This change construction was facilitated 
the fact that nichts remained old gen. number set 
expressions where was construed nom. ace.: Nichts (old gen. 
felt nom. since gebrechen was often used with nom. subject, 
explained 255. II. 1.H.c) gebricht (formerly impers. verb with gen.) 
uns Nothing us. vergisst (formerly with gen., now usually 
with ace.) nichts (an old gen. felt ace.) The old ace. nicht has now 
become the regular form for the adverbial negative not. The adverbial 
negative fact acc. degree (amount), and was earlier period 
only added strengthen the negative ne. (M.H.G.) enist niht 
guot not good, lit. not good, not respect thing. After 
the close the twelfth century was little used independent 
negative without the support niht and gradually disappeared lcaving 
nicht the office negative, and where there was nicht 
without leaving any trace behind, case weder (see 235. A.a).’’ 


All this certainly very scholarly and quite correct, but there 
other pertinent information Professor Curme’s book 
will still left the student’s own ingenuity explain the 
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difference between and derive the underlying principle from 
—such examples as: Das Kind schlief lange nicht and Das Kind 
schlief nicht lange. 


Those who have been puzzled German word order negative 
sentences, have given the question some thought, may therefore 
appreciate the following practical principles. They not attempt 
account for every usage found German literature, but they 
should furnish fairly reliable guide for any foreigner when 
has write German, and answer most cases where might 
doubt. 


rule nicht placed immediately front the negated 
element word (I). the negation refers the action expressed 
the verb itself nicht treated like the particle separable 
verb (II); for example 


hinausgehen hinausgegangen hinauszugehen 
nicht gehen nicht gegangen nicht gehen 


But general nicht precedes adverb (or adverbial construc- 
tion) manner place (III); and should also noted that 
nicht inserted between preposition and article noun 
(IV). Otherwise all the rules concerning word order affirmative 
(main subordinate) clauses remain unaffected. 


order ascertain which element the sentence the 
negation actually refers advisable amplify the statement 
adding parenthesis the affirmative counterpart, 
indicated the folowing examples: 


Nicht das Kind lag dem Bett (sondern die Katze). Nicht 
seinem Bett (sondern daneben) lag das Kind. Man kann nicht jedes 
Buch lesen (sondern nur ein paar). [Er fand vor lauter Aufre- 
gung nicht den Pass (sondern die Brieftasche) 

II. fand vor lauter Aufregung die Brieftasche nicht (sondern 
übersah sie). hat vor lauter Aufregung trotz allem Suchen die 
Brieftasche nicht gefunden. konnte trotz allem Suchen seiner 
Jacke die Brieftasche nieht finden. 

III. Das Kind schlief nicht seinem Bettehen (sondern war wach. 
seinem Bettehen nicht, though uncommon and unrhythmical, 
eould not eonsidered wrong however.) Das Kind schlief ruhig 
[in seinem Bettchen], sondern war wach. Here would 
definitely wrong write: schlief ruhig [in seinem Bettchen] 
nicht.) 


THE GERMAN QUARTERLY 


IV. flog über den Ozean, nicht über dem Ozean. (It would 
impossible say: über nicht dem Ozean.) 


These prineiples will also explain why Das Kind schlief lange nicht 
means The child remained awake long time, whereas Das Kind 
schlief nieht lange means The child did not sleep for long. 


The negations nie, niemals, nimmer (obsolete), keineswegs, 
keinesfalls, mitnichten (obsolete) are treated exactly like 
are the following group negations which form inseparable com- 
bines: auf keinen Fall, keinem Fall, unter [gar] keinen Um- 
ständen, gar nicht, ganz und gar nicht, nicht einmal, nicht nur, 
nicht mehr, nie und nimmer, nichts weniger als alles andere 
als andere nur nicht). The following may either form one 
group separated: durchaus nicht, nicht geringsten, 
mindesten, nicht etwa, noch nicht, auch for example, Ich 
habe ihn heute noch nicht gesehen Noch habe ich ihn heute 
gesehen. 


contrast these single group negatives which can always 
oceupy the first position sentence and thus cause inversion, 
nicht itself used this position only poetry. Nicht 
die Sonne, nicht lacht uns der Himmel would not permissible 
ordinary prose. 


Ann Arbor 
University Michigan 


SHOULD THE STANDARDIZED FINAL EXAMINATION 
DETERMINE THE ENTIRE GRADE THE COURSE? 


CHARLES 


The usual procedure for aseertaining the final grade element- 
ary foreign-language pupils consists totaling all weekly quizes, 
surprise quizes, daily work and attendance, pronunciation, and the 
final examination. Most instructors average all these marks, 
along with final thought the individual’s conduct class, 
his tardiness, and promise better scholarship, ete. With all its 
subjective and objective factors such complicated and time-con- 
suming method prevails most courses the standard fields 
foreign language instruction high schools, colleges and uni- 
versities. 

Back this practise lies belief that the teacher must not 
only impart knowledge but also improve the study habits and dis- 
eipline the morals his frequent daily contacts with 
his professor the young man woman gains some 
some new outlook life, some factual knowledge the course 
which cannot acquire any other way. Tradition, also, probably 
plays some part. The American school system has evolved from the 
British, not from the continental. That is, the British have long 
thought that student gets out college training something more 
than knowledge, such discipline study habits, training 
leadership, ete. The continental professor, the other hand, does 
not care about attendance, monthly quizes, ete., but pri- 
marily bent imparting knowledge the various fields 
learning and training his charges the research technique. 


While teaching various classes elementary and intermediate 
German and determining each person’s grade under the prevailing 
system mentioned above, have wondered better method 
might not employed the elementary foreign language 
middle-of-the-road system which would away with the time- 


For other objectives see Cole: The Background for College Teaching. 
1940. Chapter II. 
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consuming procedure calculating the final grade, and, the 
process, which would inspire the student better work. The 
decision how this could accomplished did not appear over- 
night, but resulted after some experimentation with various 
methods, such counting only the mid-term examinations, then 
merely adding the average the weekly quizes, ete. Finally 
considered nothing but daily work.? 


But each method had its drawbacks. one were count 
merely the mid-term quizes, most individuals would concentrate 
these and nothing else; student made good grades the mid- 
terms, why should bother with the final, long his grade 
good daily work for most the semester, why should put 
extra steam for the final? length, employ 
the final alone means determining the pupil’s grade. 


Two additional factors aided deciding place much 
importance the final. The first these was the curving all 
large classes, rule adopted the Berea faculty the Spring 
1944. all beginning classes had membership 
twenty more, such order meant that the elementary groups 
and most the intermediate had grades based 
found extremely difficult, laborious, and time-consuming 
arrive curve and yet utilize the many traditional factors gen- 
erally employed determining each person’s grade. Why, then, 
could not good final examination depict, fair way, each 
individual’s grade, addition helping the formation the 
class curve 


Goggio Attendance, Class Work and Modern Lan- 
guage Courses for Beginners Colleges and Universities (Modern Language 
Journal, March 1943) advocates basing the grade daily work and occasional 
tests. 


and data use the curve can found Otis: 
Statistical Method Educational Measurement. 1925. 


Kurath Testing Plan for First-Year German Classes (Modern 
Language Journal, April 1944) determines his grades the fina! examination, 
one half consisting questions his own, the other half ‘‘nationally 
standardized objective 
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The introduction standardized tests the field elementary 
and intermediate German also lent encouragement emphasizing 
the final After having employed the tests printed 
the American Couneil Education, and those the Columbia 
Research for the past ten years, found that the grades 
all large classes, strangely enough, formed definite curve.’ 
That is, various segments students appeared spots along 
the lists percentile grades with the majority the center—a 
few the bottom, few the top. This set-up occurred with every 
large class long used the standardized tests put out the 
two organizations mentioned above. The curving the students 
these examinations resembled very closely the curve had made 
prior the test adding the various traditional factors. 

Why not use this standardized final examination denote the 
entire grade? should traditional methods still have value 
determining the mark the course? The standardized tests have 
been written group experts the field, and have been 
tried out large number schools.* One good feature about the 
German Reading Test put out the American Council appears 
their basis the Morgan German Frequency Word and 
Kaeding’s two very thorough studies 
word frequency the German language. Thus each word used 
the tests has frequency rating determined exhaustive 
study. With such standard available, the teacher German has 


also Henmon: Achievement Tests the Modern Foreign 
Languages. 1929. Wood: New York Experiments with New-Type Modern 
Language Tests. 1927. Hawkes, Lindquist, Mann: The Con- 
struction and Use Achievement Examinations. 1936. Bibliography included 
see especially Coleman: Ezaminations the Foreign Languages, Chap- 
ter VI. 

Other standardized tests for German classes are: Aiken-Held First Year 
German Test. (Kansas State Teachers College) and Cooperative German Test. 
(Educational Records Bureau, 437 West 59th Street, New York City). 

7G. Ruch: The Objective New-Type Ezamination. 1929. Chapter 
XIV. Ross: Measurement Today’s Schools. 1941. Chapter 

Flanagan: The Cooperative Achievement Tests. Bulletin Report- 
ing the Basic Principles and Procedures Used the Development Their 
System Scaled Scores. 1939. 
Morgan: German Frequency Word Book. 1928. 

Kaeding: Häufigskeitswörterbuch der deutschen Sprache. 1898. 
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much better means ascertaining his students’ grades than the 
instructor French, Spanish, other foreign language. 
January, 1941, tried the new system—counting the grade 
made the standardized final the grade for the course and 
awaited reactions the students: 
the first place, many did not want much 
placed one test. According tradition, the sum total daily 
recitations, weekly quizes, mid-term exams, and the final should 
decide one’s grade. Why, then, should one these factors deter- 
mine what they all had done There greater safety 
numbers. This objection generally forgotten after the pupil has 
taken standardized test and found that could it. 


Some also insisted that excitable persons could become overly 
disturbed and, such state mind, not their best this 
examination. However, after having given the final under normal 
conditions for several semesters have found that students have 
very seldom ‘‘blown up’’. Perhaps one out fifty does so. This 
would seem avoidable using the mid-term grades check; 
but generally the same students react the same way the other 
tests, well. Should promising individual flunk the final, call 
him her into the office find out the cause the 
upset. excitement the reason for the failure, resort the 
former procedure determining the grade. 


few students have also doubted the fairness the 
method. What, they contend, these people who make the 
standardized tests know about our particular text? found neces- 
sary explain the history and the excellent make-up these 
tests remove this objection. have made point explain 
thoroughly the searching quality standardized examinations 
each class before the final. 


Teachers also objected certain things: 


Standardized tests may not graded finely enough for 
semester quarter rating. That say, the tests may 
difficult for second semester students, but too easy for those: 
the third. practice, however, this never proved true. 

was also maintained that the tests are not long enough 


STANDARDIZED FINAL EXAMINATION 


guage student’s ability accurately. was asked how ex- 
amination forty minutes could determine the pupil’s ability 
field vast that foreign language. One needs merely 
compare, however, the results the standardized tests with the 
grades arrived the traditional manner order observe 
the striking similarity the two sets deductions. 


third objection was that the standardized final offers 
means determining the student’s ability speaking and pro- 
nouneing the foreign this connection, have as- 
sumed that student can pronounce well, because 
good learner. Furthermore, many teachers German demand 
only minimum pronouncing ability. Too much emphasis 
speaking detracts from concentrating the reading vocabulary. 
experience, however, one will find that the diligent pupil will 
read and pronounce proportion his knowledge the language. 


Finally, was brought out that anybody can pass stand- 
ardized test once has mastered the ‘‘special technique’’ 
doing so. practice, however, this did not seem evident. Those 
who studied made the grade, those who didn’t, registered mark 
proportion the effort applied. Standardized tests contain many 
traps for the guesser. have yet find ignorant person 
guessing his way through standardized 


few said that this system puts the emphasis cramming, 
the ultimate result which will the student’s forgetting every- 
thing learned within short time after the test. College men 
and women, however, can also cram for weekly quizes and mid- 
term examinations. have found that the amount material 
covered one quarter semester far too vast permit ef- 
fective cramming for the final. Those students who have worked 
hard all semester invariably much better that the few who de- 
pend upon intensive study the end the course. 

the entire grade the course determined the final 


information measuring the and oral abilities see 
Kaulfers: Wartime Development Modern-Language Achievement Testing. 
(In The Modern Language Journal, February 1944.) 


For chance and guessing standardized tests see Ruch: The 
Objective New-Type 1929. Chapter XII. 
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examination will not the students the class skip daily classes 
and avoid excessive study for the mid-term quizes? practice this 
did not hold true. Under method where vast fie.d know- 
ledge was covered one examination the pupils wanted constant 
check their progress. Accordingly they did not cut daily recita- 
tions nor fail adequate preparation for each mid-term exam- 
ination. 


Having thus examined the objections this system, let 
now procede the points favor giving the final examination 
grade the grade the course: 


student graded what knows when leaves the 
class-room the last day the semester. The work the course 
brought climax the end, momentum gradually in- 
the final. Thus, pupil must work the very 
well all previous quizes and then slide 
through the final, often happens classes where most emphasis 
placed daily work mid-term examinations. 


individual who has unavoidably missed portion the 
semester’s work, due illness other such causes, has oppor- 
tunity catch up, even though might poorly monthly 
quiz. Under the traditional method grades, the boy 
girl bad health part the time must suffer unwarranted 
penalty having his her grades lowered because time missed 
from class, tests not taken the usual time. The system 
placing the entire grade the final eliminates this difficulty. 
the few cases illness the examination period one can resort 
the traditional system determining grades. 


Under this method slow beginner has time make 
work. Some students have already failed mid-term six weeks 
examination before they begin master the technique learning 
forcign language. Others don’t catch until the course two 
thirds over. Under the traditional system grades, 
such student must penalized even though comes through 
with remarkable final. Many present-day Freshmen have had 
contact with foreign language high school, and must acquire 
the foreign language technique college. 


All emphasis placed solely knowledge learned. Apple 
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polishing, extreme courtesy toward the teacher, presents Christ- 
mas time all the board when the final grade results from 
the efforts made the last examination. find that students, in- 
stead studying the teacher, concentrate the text. Favoritism 
elass vanishes and more wholesome atmosphere takcs its place. 
College men and women have more respect for the teacher, for the 
course, and for the field whole. Learners acquire more self- 
reliance, and depend much less the instructor. 


The teacher can compare his results with other the 
That is, can contrast the mean his own classes with 
that listed the standardized test the mean the United 
States. One can appeal rivalry instinets, and, thus, times get 
more work out certain individuals. And, what also very im- 
portant, any class can contrasted with another from semester 


Such system appeal the majority the class 
fair means. attempt made probe the weaknesses any 
certain group. one class poor prepositions relative pro- 
nouns, teacher using the traditional method tempted place 
his final examination undue emphasis these bad spots. Stand- 
ardized tests, the other hand, are organized balanced ob- 
jective view the field, and are not over-stressed any one 
part the expense other sections. 

Outside reading newspapers, magazines, standard litera- 
ture will show itself standardized test much better than 
any other type examination. Each test contains vocabulary and 
reading matter which will indicate the extent work done outside 
class assignments. 


Students are less able cheat standardized final. The 
numbers used mu!tiple choice are more read 
distance than are words and sentences. Answer sheets are exceed- 
ingly difficult copy except the one working them. College 
people find difficult get hold standardized test before the 
exam order study for the test. Often instructor lets 
his mimeographed tests fall into eager hands, little think- 


13C. Vail: Language Achievement and Its Testing (The German 
Quarterly, March 1940.) 


E 
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ing that these exams are being stored away fraternity house 
filing cases. Then, over period years, the frat brothers will 
know just what questions each teacher likes ask and will erib 
accordingly. But this not the with standardized tests. 
instructor permitted let these eireulate among student groups. 


should like state that the use standardized 
final examinations the determining factor arriving grade 
for the course came originally from disgust with the time-consum- 
ing process taking many traditional factors into consideration. 
chose rather follow system which the emphasis placed 
the knowledge and development the research 
technique rather than daily study habits; standardized objec- 
tive test the basis for the final grade shifts somewhat from the 
British tradition the one dependable source for as- 
certaining the mark the course supplanted the many that had 
heretofore prevailed. The process transition from one system 
marking grades the other was gradual one. The request 
the and the high quality the new standardized ex- 
aminations that the final test should play very 
important part the final grade, not the sole part. All objec- 
tions students and instructors alike are outweighed the vir- 
tues such system. longer the grade matter the 
teacher’s frame mind the time that mark, 
but the result thorough study experts. this means, 
the teaching elementary German makes another step forward. 


Berea College, 
Berea, Kentucky 


“TWO BIRDS WITH ONE 
GETTING THEM ONE ONE? 


have read with great deal interest the remarks which Mr. 
Spann made the January, 1948, issue THE GERMAN QUAR- 
TERLY, concerning the pedagogical device ‘‘putting across’’ 
one effort both the ending system the attributive ad- 
jective and the mastery the so-called participial modifier, or, 
Mr. Spann calls it, ‘‘the long attributive While 
laudable under any condition devise ways and means mak- 
ing the intricacies German grammar simpler and thus setting 
the stage for more effective comprehension the problem 
hand the student, believe that the first and most important 
prerequisite for such better comprehension propor- 
tional the amount labor, i.e. mental exertion, the part 
the student. And, after having read Mr. Spann’s remarks several 
times, wonder has really simplifying mental 


well-known fact that the system endings pertaining 
the attributive adjective prime trouble maker only the 
student’s attempts express himself German, either orally 
way composition. And, while knowledge this phase 
German grammar not underestimated translation from 
German English, here far less importance than Ger- 
man expression. Also, well-known fact that the mastery 
translation English; rarely practiced German expression. 
practiced, then certainly only insufficiently so. doubt, 
the way, the loss skill its practice really vital one. 
least, the mastery both these phases German grammar lies 
each different skills. This fact cannot but con- 
fusing the average student. the stage really set for greater 
economy effort and efficiency this observation 


The understanding and mastery the ‘‘long attributive con- 
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directly result the understanding and subse- 
quent mastery the attributive adjective and its deelensions. That 
fine. However, should noted that Mr. Spann achieves such 
understanding, mastery and application the attributive adjective 
alone far too great mental exertion the student than 
necessary. Before the student permitted work with all 
tive forms, sense acclimatized them thorough pre- 
liminary study and drill based the most common and frequent 
attributive adjective forms. While this effective approach 
that this point where considerable waste effort occurs; 
and this doubt inserts question mark also into attempt 
solve both problems, each which directed different aim, 
one stone.’’ however, that the student, having 
mastered the adjective declensions, may experience 
the ‘‘long attributive The point that the 
amount mental exertion the student not sufficiently re- 
duced preliminary work; only drawn out over longer 
period time. 


have taught German number years now; and, like every 
instructor who wishes effective his classroom methods, have 
consistently attempted devise such methods are practical and 
effective ‘‘putting German agree with Mr. Spann 
entirely when says: ‘‘Where ‘grammatical’ conventional rules 
are pedagogically functional rule should found. 
Conventional ‘grammatical’ explanations the adjective endings 
cannot improved re-stating them scattering them over 
different lessons.’’ myself firmly practitioner 
rules.’’ great lengths make the student see 
light; and, while not discounting Mr. Spann’s method, would 
like present own methods across’’ both the sys- 
tem adjective endings and the ‘‘long attributive 
The fact that each one them has totally different aim from the 
other makes wasteful effort kill ‘‘two birds with one 
prefer get them ‘‘one one’’ and believe that there real 
economy and efficiency involved the methods pertaining the 
latter procedure. 


not claim the last word with these methods, but the case 
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the attributive adjective endings eliminate all preliminary 
efforts concentrating the ending system special manner. 
Likewise, believe that method presenting the ‘‘long at- 
tributive construction’’ also much less complex. Thus, get- 
ting them ‘‘one one’’ register clear and effective results with 
much less labor. 


Attributive adjective endings: presuppose sound knowledge 
and mastery the definite (and a!l der-words) and indefinite 
articles (and all ein-words). The mastery the definite article cov- 
ers immediate use adjectives their strong forms. The genitive 
singular ending taken care the manner indicated Mr. 
Spann. Now sketch the distribution adjective endings the 
blackboard twice: once for der-words and then for ein-words. 
both ‘‘distribution tables’’ indicate places only for the ending 
pertaining the der-words and the strong endings per- 
taining the ein-words. All remaining places receive dash 
indicative the ending -en. Following this the student given 
few moments commit the location the endings actually sup- 
plied memory; i.e. the student encouraged practice some- 
thing like memory.’’ Told that all plural endings 
are also -en, except for those being strong, ready apply 
entire patterns immediately and without any preliminary efforts. 
The period adjustment this ‘‘new’’ knowledge surprisingly 
brief. Actual application constitutes drill. this manner have 
usually been successful ‘‘putting across’’ the entire adjective 
system its declensional aspects within one class hour. can 
readily seen, there not even so-called ‘‘functional in- 
volved this method; rather, actual performance the basis 
previous!y acquired knowledge subjected something like pho- 
tographie memory form entire patterns. Now, while not 
claim train the ordinary student superior German stu- 
dent—the good student will always good and the and 
poor student cannot made into superior students means 
any devices—this procedure saves the instructor and student much 
unnecessary labor and headache; and that the important point 
long classes not last longer than the normal fifty minutes 


per day. 


The ‘‘long attributive construction’’: What have say about 
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the ‘‘long attributive construcion’’ based many years 
teaching Scientific German, both the sophomore level and also 
the field advanced The fact that not use the 
words and ‘‘keyword’’ Mr. Spann does, alters nothing 
the fact that both elements are present and that they unify the 
problem for anyone approaching it. However, also here ap- 
proach more direct, therefore shorter and clearer. students 
proceed the basis one the few rules which have them 
commit memory and subsequently apply, namely: When any- 
where the statement normal noun structure interrupted 
must look ahead the clause, until have found the first ‘‘iso- 
lated’’ noun. (An ‘‘isolated’’ noun one which appears neither 
prepositional phrase nor preceded der-word cin- 
word.) Thus, having found both parts the normal noun struc- 
ture, restore and continue translate using the first 
modifier front the ‘‘isolated’’ noun either verb new 
relative clause the participle the participial structure 
frequently used English. 


Since mastery this structure not instantaneous but rather 
matter diligent practice under any circumstance, secondary 
observations are gradually introduced such as: 


All modifiers front the ‘‘isolated’’ noun the noun 
except number (1) which becomes the new verb participle 
the case may be. 


D 


After having translated this new verb participle the stu- 
dent must return exactly the place where left off. 


The conversion the participial adjective into regular 
verb must done such way result tense suit- 
able the thought expressed, the intervening ‘‘long at- 
tribute construction’’ expressed relative clause. 


past participial adjective will usually result some past 
tense; present participial adjective present tense. 

When the participial adjective not present and its place 
taken attributive adjective, new verb, generally 
form be, must supplied. 


series such attributive’’ constructions’’—there 
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are rarely more than two, and even two are rare occurrence 
—is translated the sequence which these structures 
oceur. 


One attribute construction’’ lodged within another— 
this very rare case; have come face face with only 
two three cases, one being Burkhard and Downs’ New 
Readings Medical German, 17, bottom—is solved before 
the larger ‘‘frame’’ structure completed. 


Simple diagrams are great help the mastery this 
cult construction. intention mine claim preference 
methodology over against Mr. Spann’s procedure. There easy 
road victory for the student, except perhaps for few select 
who possess almost playful ability grasping the mechanies 
such complex structure the ‘‘long attributive 


Considering, moreover, the different aims the mastery 
the attributive adjective endings and the ‘‘long attributive con- 
struction,’’ would not combine the treatment two such im- 
portant phases German grammar. mediocre student too 
easily confused; separation the entire prob!em into its natural 
component parts, approached correctly, may well spell the stu- 
dent’s salvation his German studies. good student, the 
other hand, may not need preliminary drill and will definitely ex- 
perience thrill being able master these problems the 
basis the pattern method any other manner special him. 
The energy spent more easily and more favorably balanced 
the separate treatment procedure. Clearness, mastery and applica- 
tion are danger being clouded lost. 


Michigan State College 
East Lansing, Michigan 


VISUALIZATION THE VERB 
GERMAN SENTENCE STRUCTURE 


Max 


set symbols often aids students visualize and conse- 
quently understand the distributive character the verb 
German sentences. 

Let stand for the subject and its modifiers 

Let stand for the verb element inflected within tense 

Let stand for the separable prefix 

Let stand for the verb element constant within tense 

Let stand for the dependent infinitive 

Let stand for the verb element constant throughout the 
passive voice 

Let s.c. stand for the subordinating conjunction (also the in- 
troductory word indirect question) 

Let r.p. stand for the pronoun 

Let stand for the other sentence elements 
Then have the simple structures: 


Ich fahre morgen die Stadt. 


Morgen fahre ich die Stadt. 
Variants (1) and (2) occur when verb with separable 
prefix involved: 
kommt morgen Bonn an. 
Morgen kommt Bonn an. 
When compound tense involved have the structures: 


(5) S V; x x Vi. 
Sie ist gestern nach Hause gefahren. 
(6) x V; Ss x Vi 


Gestern ist sie nach Hause gefahren. 
noted here the fact that the perfect infinitive com- 
pound Hence: 
wird bis morgen schon angekommen sein. 
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Bis morgen wird schon angekommen sein. 

These six structures involve the so-called normal and inverted 
word orders. The dependent clause usually employs transposed 
word order, which, general, the normal word order with 
transposed the last position the clause. This results the 
structures: 


(7) 
8.C. Ss x x Vv; 
Als ich gestern Dresden ankam, 
(8) 
Der Mann, den man gestern ins Krankenhaus gebracht 
When r.p. have the structure: 
(9) 
Der Mann, der heute morgen hier gewesen 
(5) 


Ich muss heute morgen unbedingt die Stadt gehen. 
(6) Heute morgen soll Washington ankommen. 


Ich werde morgen unbedingt die Stadt gehen miissen. 
(11) x V; Ss x x Va Ve 


Morgen werde ich unbedingt die Stadt gehen miissen. 
precedes 

Der Fall wird von dem Richter untersucht. 

Der Fall ist gestern von dem Richter untersucht worden. 


Man sagt, dass nicht hatte tun wollen. 
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Gestern ist der Fall von dem Richter untersucht worden. 

There are variants (2), (4), and (6) involving the direct 
question without interrogative, the formal direct command, and 
the clause with omitted: 

(2a) 

Geht die Stadt? 
Gehen Sie die Stadt! 
Wäre ich deiner Stelle, 
Kommt heute morgen an? 
Machen Sie die Tür frühzeitig auf! 
heute morgen an,.. 
Ist sie heute morgen angekommen 
Wäre sie heute morgen angekommen, 

The teacher will find these symbols useful even cases not 
mentioned above, e.g., ‘‘Bringe mir ein Glas Wasser 
understood Mann, dessen Hause auf der Friedrich- 
strasse wir heute morgen gewesen sind, where ‘‘in dessen 
Hause auf der Friedrichstrasse’’ considered unit in- 
volving r.p.; ‘‘Er sagte, wärest nicht der Schule 
—where (5) replaces (8) because the omission ‘‘dass’’; ete. 

These symbols have great pedagogic value, but only when they 
are introduced gradually and progressively. One must keep 
mind and also tell students that these structures are elastic and 
often yield the rhetorical principle emphasis, which exploits 
the unusual. 

Iowa State College 
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Also adaptable when ‘‘als ob’’ and ‘‘als wenn’’ are shortened 


ERNST WIECHERTS WERK SEIT 1945 
JOHN 


Während der Jahre der jüngsten Vergangen- 
heit mußte sich Vielen die Frage aufdrängen, wie sich wohl der 
Gang der deutschen Literatur nach dem Kriege gestalten werde. 
Dabei mag mancher seine Hoffnung auf Ernst Wiechert gesetzt 
haben—und nicht unreeht, bildet doch Wiecherts Nachkriegs- 
werk jetzt schon die bedeutendste Belebung der deutschen Nach- 
kriegsliteratur. Umfang, Vielfalt und hoher dichterischer Gehalt 
des Werkes zeugen von der ungebrochenen Schaffens-und Gest- 
altungskraft des Sechzigjährigen. 


Der ergreifenden „Rede die deutsche Jugend 
gehalten 11. November 1945, folgte noch vor 
der Roman Die Daran reihten sich folgenden 
Jahre zwei Bände Märchen, die Novelle Der weiße oder 
von der großen Gerechtigkeit, das Versspiel der 
Der Totenwald und die „ernsthafte Komédie‘‘ Okay, oder 
die Dann erschienen Jahre der zweite Band der 
Jeromin-Kinder, Die Furchen der Armen und die „Rede die 
Schweizer Mit hält Wiechert nach wie vor 
zurück, aber wie unendlich bereichernd ein Gedicht von 
Wicchert sein kann, erweist sich den Versen von „Am Abend 
beten‘‘ (Es geht ein Pflüger übers Land./Der pflügt mit kühler 
Greisenhand/die dieser Erden.) 

Wiecherts Schweigen der Zeit von 1938 bis 1945 war 


Beide Zinnen-Verlag Kurt Munchen. Die Rede seitdem auch 
Rascher Verlag, also Wiecherts Stimme die erste 
Dichterstimme war, die sich Deutschland nach dem Kriege vernehmen liess, 
hatten Leute wie Hellmut Langenbucher von ihrem fragwurdigen Standpunkt 
durchaus recht gehabt, Wiechert mit Hesse zusammen als „problematische‘‘ 
Fälle der deutschen Literatur betrachten und Gemeinschaft, 
Stuttgart nennt Wiechert nur einen 
deutschen Dichter der Gegenwart, dem sich hingezogen fuhlte während 
seiner schwersten Tage, nämlich Hermann Hesse. 


2Mit Ausnahme der Komödie (Artemis-Verlag, Zurich) alle Rascher 
Verlag. Die Totenmesse auch Zinnen-Verlag, Munchen 1947, 
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bekanntlich kein freiwilliges und demnach nur ein Schweigen nach 
außen hin. Für sein Werk bedeutet lediglich äußere Unter- 
breehung, nieht Umbruch wie 1928, als dem Dichter die innere 
Wandlung beschieden war, welche „Durchbruch der Gnade‘‘ 
bezeichnet hat. Wir haben Wiecherts Nachkriegswerk also ein- 
fach die geradlinige Weiterführung der Schaffensstufe vor uns, die 
mit dem Roman Das einfache Leben (1938) zeitweilig zum Ab- 
schluß kam. künstlerischer Hinsicht ist freilich eine Weiterent- 
wicklung nicht verkennen. Der Dichter scheint noch hellhöriger 
und feinnerviger als friiher, sein Blick noch unbestechlicher, jedoch 
zugleich auch noch gütiger als früher, Die dichterische Gestaltung 
ist von einer letzten Läuterung, Vereinfachung, Veredelung and 
Vertiefung durchleuchtet. Die Diehtungen lösen die Empfindung 
aus, daß hier ein Meister Werk ist. ist kein Wort zuviel da. 
Alles ist gehaltschwer und schwingt doch leicht der Sphäre des 
verklirenden Symbols. ist ergreifende denn einer- 
seits ist sie vorwiegend dem Boden der grausigen Wirklichkeit der 
Gegenwart entwachsen und andererseits ist sie durchdrungen vom 
Geiste lauterster Menschlichkeit. War Wiechert früher mehr „Men- 
schengebärer Menschengestalter,‘‘ wie Adolf Frisé einmal fest- 
ist heute mehr Menschengestalter. 


Die meisten Schépfungen Wiecherts, die seit 1945 erschienen 
sind, haben ihre mehr oder weniger direkten Vorläufer. Der Rede 
die deutsche Jugend 1945, deren Botschaft Menschen- 
liebe nicht nur für die deutsche Jugend sondern für die ganze 
Menschheit Gültigkeit hat, gingen andere Reden voraus, vor allem 
„Der Dichter und die Jugend‘‘ (1933) und „Der und die 
Zeit‘‘ (1935). Bei der Totenmesse denkt man Das groß Trauer- 
spiel (1933). Der Totenwald ist nicht die erste biographische 
Schrift Wiecherts. selbst nennt diese Schrift einen Bericht, aber 
daß sich mehr als einen nackten Tatsachenbericht handelt, 
bezeugt schon das Vorwort, heißt: ich habe aufge- 
schrieben, nicht sehr was meine Augen gesehen haben, sondern 
was die Seele gesehen hat.‘‘ Man möchte sagen, der Totenwald ist 
eine schlicht objektive, aber durchaus dichterische Gestaltung des 


sBeide Rascher Verlag. Ferner erschien 1947 die schon 1932 
entstandene aber bisher nicht gedruckte Novelle Die Gebärde selben Verlag. 


„Ernst NRs, 442, 1933, 120. 
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fast Unbeschreiblichen. Wohl treten die Märchen zum erstenmal 
bei Wiechert als selbständige Gattung Erscheinung, aber wir 
erblicken darin weniger das Beschreiten einer neuen Bahn als die 
Sondergestaltung eines schon lange Bestehenden, eine Krystallisier- 
ung des Märchen-und Legendenhaften, das Wiecherts Werk schon 
immer innewohnt. Auch sie verdaken zum großen Teil ihre 
Entstehung, wie die Reden und der Totenwald, dem Gebot der 
Zeitverhältnisse, sagt Wiechert doch Vorwort: 
Dieses Buch ist letzten Kriegswinter begonnen worden, als Hass und 
Feuer die Erde und die Herzen verbrannten. ist fur alle armen Kinder 
aller armen Völker geschrieben worden und fur das eigene Herz, dass seinen 
Glauben Wahrheit und Gerechtigkeit verlor. Denn die Welt, wıe sie 
Märchen aufgerichtet ist, ist nicht die Welt der Wunder und der Zauberer, 
sondern die der grossen und letzten Gerechtigkeit, von der die Kinder und 
Völker aller Zeitalter geträumt haben. 
Dieses Buch ist letzten Kriegswinter worden, als 
Hass und Feuer die Erde und die Herzen verbrannten. ist für 
alle armen Kinder aller armen Völker geschrieben worden und für 
das eigene Herz, daß seinen Glauben Wahrheit und Gerechtig- 
keit nicht verlor. Denn die Welt, wie sie Märchen aufgerichtet 
ist, ist nicht die Welt der Wunder und der Zauberer, sondern die 
der großen und letzten Gerechtigkeit, von der die Kinder und 
Völker aller Zeitalter geträumt haben. 


Auf wirklich neuem Gebiet bewegt sich Wiechert aber, indem 
sich der Komödie (Okay) versucht, was manchen Verehrer 
Wiecherts etwas überraschen mag. ist, wie schon erwähnt, eine 
und ihrem Thema nach durchaus zeitgebundene 
Komödie. diesem ersten derartigen Versuch gelingt Wiechert 
eine äußerst wirksame, vom grossen Humor getragene Darstel!ung 
der bitterernsten Verhältnisse der Gegenwart Deutschland. 
Unvergeßlich ist die prächtige Gestalt, die der Dichter der 
Person der Frau Balzereit geschaffen hat. 


Einer näheren Betrachtung sei hier der Doppelroman Die 
Jeromin-Kinder und Die Furchen der Armen unterzogen, nimmt 
dieses Werk doch zweifellos den bedeutendsten Platz unter den 
Nachkriegsschöpfungen Wiecherts ein. bildet den Krystall des 
ganzen epischen Schaffens Wiecherts. Aus allen seinen erzählenden 
Dichtungen laufen hier die Fäden zusammen, sei Bezug auf 
Motive, auf die Gestaltung der Menschen, der Geschehnisse oder 


_| 
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der Landschaft. liesse sich auf die Wiederkehr einzelner Motive 
wie das Flötenspiel oder die „Krone‘‘ hinweisen, auf Motive und 
biblischer, legendenhafter Art, auf 
erdnahe und symbolhafte Gestalten wie den Pflüger, auf den 
auf Personennamen, auf früher behand- 
elte Themen wie „Der tote Mann‘‘ oder „Der Hauptmann von 
Kapernaum,‘‘ auf die „Magie des Räumlichen der Natur‘‘ usw., 
jedoch würde weit führen, auf alle Anknüpfungspunkte mit 
früheren Werken einzugehen. Wichtiger erscheint uns 
betonen, dass die von tiefem Ernst und starkem Wirklichkeitssinn 
getragene dieses umfassendsten Roman werks Wiecherts 
von grosser Schau und überragendem diehterischem Können zeugt. 
ist ein Werk von Format ohne Pretensionen. besitzt eine 
innere und äußere Ausgeglichenheit, die nicht jedem früheren 
Werk Wiecherts eigen ist. ihm ist dem Dichter der grosse Wurf 
gelungen, einen wahrhaften Entwicklungsroman schaffen, der 
zugleich eine Chronik grossen Stils ist. Der innere Kreis dieser 
Chronik umschließt das Schicksal der Jeromin-Familie und 
Besonderen des jüngsten der Jeromin-Kinder, Jons Ehrenreich 
Jeromin. Sein Entwicklungsgang und seine fruchtbare menschliche 
Tätigkeit sind Mittelpunkt und Kern des Ganzen. Eng gelagert 
diesen inneren Kreis ist der des östlichen 
Rande des Reiches liegenden Dorfes Sowirog, auf deutsch „Eulen- 
winkel,‘‘ und darüber hinaus weiten sich die Kreise unauffälliger 
Bezogenheit auf den Mittelpunkt hin einem Panorama deut- 
schen Geschehens während der ersten vier Jahrzehnte unseres 
Jahrhunderts. Jeder Band erstreckt sich auf zwei Jahrzehnte. 
Trotz des weit gezogenen Horizontes und der Vielfalt der Gestalten 
wird das Bild des Geschehens durch die zwingende Geschlossenheit 
der Gestaltung cinem sich ruhenden Ganzen, das von einem 
lebendigen und natürlichen Lebensrhythmus beherrscht ist. 


Der dritte Band ist, wie Wiechert Nachwort den 
der Armen sagt, mit schweren und grauenvollen Buchstaben von 
der Geschichte geschrieben worden. Keiner erklärt er, 
sei das Recht gegeben, über dieses Grauen den Schimmer der 
Verklärung legen. Unwillkürlich findet man sich hier ein 
anderes Werk Wiecherts erinnert, dessen dritter Band auch nie 
von ihm geschrieben wurde. Wir sprechen von der als Trilogie 
geplanten Passion eines Menschen, von der 1929 Die kleine Passion 
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und 1931 Jedermann erschien. Ein Gebot der höheren Wirklichkeit 
obigen Sinne bestand jenem Zeitpunkt für den Dichter nicht. 
Der Grund, der ihn von der Vollendung dieses den Jeromin- 
Kindern verwandtesten Werkes abhielt, lag ihm selbst. Was 
auch gewesen sein mag, die Ausführung des dritten Bandes ist 
nun hinfällig geworden dürch Wiecherts neuestes Werk, das 
jeder über das frühere hinausragt. 

Man hat Wiechert einmal folgendermaßen charakterisiert: 
„Wiechert liebt die tragende Gebärde, die das Dunkel der 
Legende weist, und hat die Frömmigkeit des Kindes, das schon 
den Greis sich vorwegnimmt, priesterlich fast, ewiger Wieder- 
kehr den Gesichten seiner Jugend und den Wäldern, 
denen aufgewachsen Wie sehr dieser treflliche Ausspruch 
auch heute noch passt, erweist sich besonders den Jeromin- 
Kindern. Die tragende Gebärde, die das Dunkel der Legende 
weist, ist immer noch da. Darüber hinaus allerdings sind Stil und 
Sprache Einklang mit dem Chronikhaften der 
merklich auf die klare Sachlichkeit des Chronisten abgetönt. Das 
ganze Romanwerk ist von dem schönen, Erzählerton 
der schon den ersten Sätzen der Jeromin-Kinder 
anklingt: „Die Frauen von Sowirog kehrten ihr Dorf zurück. 
Sie hatten zum Wochenmarkt der Kreisstadt das Wenige 
getragen, was sie Haushalt erübrigt etwas Butter, etwas 
Sahne, ein paar Pfund Fische aus dem See. Und Gogun, der Fröh- 
liche, der ‘Kranichräuber,’ hatte einem strohgefüllten Leiter- 
wagen ihre Ferkel hingefahren.‘‘—Das Wort von der Frömmigkeit 
des Kindes, das schon den Greis sich vorwegnimmt, läßt sich 
ganz und gar auf die Hauptgestalt, Jons Jeromin, anwenden. Und 
schließlich sind die Jeromin-Kinder und die Furchen der Armen 
wieder vollsten Sinne des Wortes ein Zurückgehen der 
Quelle, aus der Wiechert immer wieder schöpft für sein erzähleudes 
Werk, nämlich seine ostpreußische Heimat und Jugend. Auch 
jetzt noch erscheinen Menschen, die seiner Erinnerungswelt 
angehören, zum Beispiel der oben genannte Kranichräuber 
Gogun, der uns aus dem Buch Wälder und Menschen schon bekannt 
ist, wie auch einige von Jons’ Lehrern. Bezeiehnend für diese 
Eigenart Wiecherts sowohl als für das Chronikhafte der Erzählung 
ist auch, dass der Name Sowirog nicht erfunden ist. 


Frisé, a.a.o., 115. 
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Das einzelne Schicksal, heißt der Geschichte, ist das 
Schicksal des Dorfes. Sogar Marte Jeromin, die stolze und unbeug- 
same Mutter, die gegen ihr Schicksal hadert, muß innerlich 
zugeben, daß man vielleicht gegen einen Mann und seine Kinder 
leben konnte, aber nicht gegen ein Dorf. sind schwerbliitige, 
einsame Menschen, die dieses Dorf der schwermiitigen masuri- 
schen Landschaft bewohnen, meistens demiitige, gebeugte Gestalten, 
die sich nur selten gegen ihr Schicksal und die Welt aufbäumen. 
„Niemals war jemand aus ihrer Mitte aufgestiegen und hatte 
Landschaft oder Provinz mit seinem Namen erfiillt. Das Los war 
ihnen dunkel gefallen, von Kindheit an, und Dunklen schritten 
sie ihren Weg aus.‘‘ Die Außenwelt—Stadt, Staat, Krieg—fordert 
ihre Opfer vom Dorf. Hunger, Krankheit und selbst Gott verlangen 
ihren Tribut. Einige aus dem Dorf gehen sich selbst und 
einander zugrunde. „Aber die meisten unter ihnen waren doch von 
der Weisheit der Armut und der Einsamkeit erfüllt, freundlich 
eingeschlossen ihre Weit, und das stille Licht, das sie durch 
ihre verlassenen Jahre trugen, leuchtete den Grossen wie den 
Kleinen, ein zitterndes, kärgliches Licht, aber fiel doch manche 
trübe Stunde als ein tröstender Schein. Mit derselben Licbe 
behandelt der Dichter alle seine Gestalten, deren jede etwas Eigenes 
sich hat. Und einem unter ihnen ist doch beschieden, aus 
ihrer Mitte aufzusteigen und die Provinz und die Landschaft mit 
seinem Namen 


Auch solange, durch Jons’ Entwicklungsgang bedingt, der 
die Stadt und den Krieg verlegt wird, bleibt die 
Heimat immer lebendiger Hintergrund. Nie geht die enge Berühr- 
ung des einsamen Schülers, Soldaten und Studenten Jons mit dem 
Dorfe verloren, Name Male weithin über das Land 
geht durch den gewaltsamen Tod, den zwei seiner Brüder und der 
mit Gott rechtende Pfarrer erleiden. Nie vergißt der Ferne 
die Gemeinde, die ihrer rührenden Einfalt den Pfarrer 
trösten versucht und dem sie unter Anführung des fröhlichen 
Gogun mit gestohlenem Holze eine Kirche baut, die Gemeinde, 
der ihm seiner Schwester Maria die wirkliche Mutter lebt. 
seiner Einsamkcit und stillen Leid geht unbeirrt seinen 
Weg. hat die Geduld der Armen und lernt, ganz allein 
stehen. Oft trägt schwer seiner Pflicht dem heimatlichen 
Dorf gegenüber, aber weiss auch, dass die Hause ihre ganze 
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Hoffnung auf ihn setzen und hinter ihm stehen, während über 
seinen Büchern sitzt. Wirkkiche Stützen besitzt Vater vor 
Herrn von Balk, der noch der Auffassung festhält, 
dass die vornehmste Aufgabe eines Herrn sei, den Schild über die 
Armen halten, den Lehrern und 
dem Studenten „Jumbo‘‘ und Dr. Lawrence. Vom Vater, dem 
einfachen Köhler, dessen Leben das schönste war, das Jons jemals 
geschen hatte, trägt das grösste und schwerste Erbe: die Liebe 
den Menschen. Auch war der Vater, der sein kindlich 
empfängliches Herz und seinen offenen Sinn dcn Gedanken gesät 
hatte, dass der Männer bedarf, die die „Gerechtigkeit auf den 
Acker und die Welt bewegen. Aber bald lernte Jons 
erkennen, dass der Acker, auf den die Gerechtigkeit bringen 
sollte, größer war, als der Vater meinte. Lang ist der Weg, bis 
Jons „durchglüht‘‘ ist. muss lernen, dass alle grossen Ideen 
aus kleinen Wirklichkeiten entspringen und dass derjenige, der 
den Armen ein Stück Brot gibt, nicht weniger ist als der, der aus 
vielen Stücken Brot die Idee der Gerechtigkeit zusammensetzt. 
muss erkennen lernen, dass das Endliche tun nicht geringer ist, 
als das Unendliche träumen. Ja, dass für alle Sowirogs wohl 
das Wichtigere ist. ihm reift die Gewissheit, daß dienen 
würde statt herrschen. Und zuerst würde hinausgehen müssen, 
dem Erzfeind, dem Tod beim grossen Kriegsmorden zuzusehen. 
Das Wichtigste würde nachher nicht die Art der Beschäftigung 
sein, sondern daß man diente einem grossen, unsichtbaren Herrn. 
Und war nicht von besonderer Bedeutung, man ihn Gott, 
oder die Liebe, oder die Menschheit nannte. Nüchterner und deut- 
licher wird alles vor ihm, auch die Frage der Gerechtigkeit auf 
dem Acker. Und auch die Frage nach der Wahrheit, die sich ihm 
auf dem aufdrängt, wird ihm beantwortet dem 
Sieg des Stabsarztes über den Tod. Jetzt sieht Jons mit ganzer 
Klarheit und Gewissheit seinen Acker vor sich: als Arzt wirken 
unter den Armen seiner Heimat, unter denen auch Könige waren 
wie der Großvater, und Helden wie Michael, sein ältester Bruder, 
und Begnadete wie Christean, und Adlige wie der Vater. hat 
die Worte des Vaters nicht vergessen: „Auch die Armen können 
eine Krone tragen, Jons. Vergiss nicht, wenn gross bist und 
deine Hände ein Werk legst.‘‘ Die Furchen der Armen 
Gesicht, aber von keiner Zwiespältigkeit verzehrt, geht Jons durch 
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weitere Einsamkeit, durch Hunger und zähe Arbeit seinen Weg. 
Auch nachdem ihm dank seiner Tüchtigkeit das Tor zur großen 
Welt, Ansehen und Erfolg offensteht, läßt sich nicht beirren 
seinem Ziel. 


Eindeutiger und positiver als zuvor beantwortet Wiechert 
ain Beispiel von Jons Jeromin die Frage nach dem wirklichen Sinn 
des individuellen Daseins. Darauf kommt an, dass der Einzelne 
auf seine Weise und nach besten Kräften und mit reinem Herzen 
der Menschheit diene. Wiehtiger ist dabei, dass die Grösse 
seines Ackers beschränke, wirklich auch Brot beschaffe 
für die Bedürftigen, als dali seinen Horizont weit ziehe. 
Dreissig Morgen richtig bebauen ist von größerem Wert als 
grosse Bereiche bewegen wollen. Die wahrhafte Liebe zum 
ist eine Liebe der Tat. Sie verlangt den selbstlosen 
Einsatz des ganzen Menschen, seine Hingabe und Aufopferung für 
die Mitmenschen. Das Geistige allein ist brüchig und unvollkom- 
men, und die Gerechtigkeit als Idee allein bedeutet wenig ohne 
diese Liebe der Tat. 


Grunde ist dieses Ethos des wahrhaften Lebens nicht mehr 
und nicht weniger als das Ethos des wahren Christentums, des 
praktischen Christentums. Aber einfach dieses erscheint, muß 
von jedem Einzelnen neu errungen werden, auch von denen, die 
als Erbe mit auf den Weg bekommen wie Jons Jeromin von 
seinem Vater. Dichterisch besonders wirksam wird Jons’ Entwick- 
luugsgang seiner inneren Klarheit durch Wiecherts durch- 
gängige Verwendung des der deutschen Literatur überhaupt 
beliebten Symbols für das innere Ringen des Menschen, nämlich 
Jakobs Kampf mit dem Engel. Eine höchst eindringliche Betonung 
erfährt dieses Symbol diesem Werk durch die realistische 
Wendung, dass Jons Krieg eine Hüftenverletzung bekommt, 
von der aber schließlich vollständig geheilt wird. 


Mag Jons manchem seiner Mitmenschen als ein sonderbarer 
Heiliger erscheinen, Wirklichkeitssinn fehlt ihm nicht. 
weicht nie vor den Wirklichkeiten des Lebens aus. Auch muß 
die schwere Probe des Krieges bestehen, aber dank seiner Erkennt- 
nis dessen, worauf wirklich ankommt Leben, geht innerlich 
unbeschädigt, gestählt hervor, Gegensatz Michael Fahren- 
holz (Die Majorin) oder sogar noch Thomas von Orla (Das einfache 
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Leben). Seine Rückkehr die ostpreußische Abgeschlossenheit 
nach Beendigung seiner Ausbildung zum Arzt hat nicht den 
leisesten Anflug von Flucht oder Rückzug vor der Welt; auch nicht 
von Entsagung dem Sinne, wie einige seiner Lehrer meinen, 
die für den tüchtigen jungen Arzt eine große Laufbahn voraus- 
schen. Sein Zurückgehen die Heimat ist positive 
Entsagung Faustischen Sinne. Kein Faustischer Mensch, wie 
einmal der Geschichte hat Jons doch nicht weniger 
heiß nach der Erkenntnis dcs wahrhaften Lebens gestrebt. Aber 
was uns diesem Streben eines der Armsten und Einsamsten 
ergreift, ist die Reinheit und Demut des Herzens und der Adel 
der Gesinnung, die begleiten und der Erscheinung Jons’ inmitten 
seiner Armut eine Krone verleihen. Und diese unsicht- 
bare Krone sehen wir ihn auch weitertragen seinem einfachen 
und doch reichen Leben als Arzt unter den Seinen. ihm hat 
das Dorf mehr als nur einen Arzt. Auf ihn richten sich die 
vertrauenden der Gemeinde wachsendem Mass angesichts 
der zunehmenden Gefahr von aussen, von der auch sie berührt wird. 
Das kommende tragische Schicksal des Dorfes, das inmitten des 
Neuen und Unheilvollen Gott lebt, ist unmißdeutbar 
net dem etwas unheimlichen Symbol des die Apokalypse 
mahnenden Pferdes des Pfliigers Kiwitt, schon unter den 
Toten weilt. Doch Jons ist dem Dorfe Stütze und Halt. Sein Dienst 
Dorf aber ist Dienst Ewigen. Reiche können untergehen, 
aber Dörfer werden immer sein, das Brot für die Hungrigen 
schaffen. Ein Schimmer der Hoffnung und des Friedens verbreitet 
sich über die Ungewißheit des Bevorstehenden dem 
Jons Ehrenreich mit einem vom Spiele müden Kind 
auf der Schulter. 

tragischem Gegensatz der reinen Menschlichkeit und der 
inneren Harmonie, die Jons durchströmt, wie sie auch seinen Vater 
hatte, und die einem harmonischen Vater-Sohn- 
Verhältnis führte, wie nirgends der deutschen Literatur 
schöner vorkommt, steht die abweisende Gestalt der Mutter. Unter 
allen den einsamen, stillen, erdgebundenen Menschen des Dorfes 
ist sie vielleicht die einsamste. Ihrem Wesen ist die Güte 
und die Demut des Herzens fremd, die Jons und den Vater bescelt, 
und sie besitzt somit auch nicht deren inneren Frieden. Threr 
äußeren Erscheinung nach erinnert diese tragische Gestalt 
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Wiecherts Großmutter, wie sie Anfang der Wälder und 
Menschen beschreibt. Stolz und noch ganz individuell stellt sie sich 
der Verwurzelung mit der Gemeinde, sogar mit ihrer eigenen 
Familie entgegen und verschließt sich hartnäckig der Erkenntnis, 
daß ein einfaches Leben sinnvoller und segensreicher sein kann 
als ein Leben voll Macht und Ruhm. Tief verborgen trägt ihr 
Mutterleid, aber nach außen sind ihre Mutterhände nicht segnend 
und liebend, sondern leer und hart—ein unsäglich tragisches Bild. 


University Illinois 
Urbana 


NEWS AND NOTES 


CENTRAL NEW YORK CHAPTER 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION TEACHERS GERMAN 


The Central New York Chapter the A.A.T.G. held its fall meeting 
the Munson-Proctor-Williams Institute Utica, N.Y., October 15, 1948. The 
following slate officers was elected. 

President—Dr. George Mundt Colgate University, Hamilton, N.Y. 

Vice-President—Mr. Thomas Wight the Manlius School, Manlius, N.Y. 

Secretary and Treasurer—Maude Tucker the Proctor High 

School, N.Y. 

After routine business delegate and alternate were appointed attend 
the November meeting New York the A.A.T.G. with the New York State 
Federation Modern Language Teachers. 

report was given concerning packages previously sent and money 
raised for the purpose sending more CARE packages. 

The business meeting was followed refreshments and social hour. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Tucker, Secretary 


MORE EFFECTIVE MODERN LANGUAGE PROGRAM 
Dr. Theodore Huebener, Director Foreign Languages the 


Schools the City New York 


Because the leadership the United States world affairs and the 
widespread interest language one the chief means for establishing 
better international relations, has been felt many quarters that our 
schools should offer more extensive and more intensive preparation foreign 
languages. 

with this New York committee consisting associate 
superintendent, director, high sehool principal, several high school teach- 
ers and professors made number important recommendations re- 
garding foreign-language instruction the secondary level. The printed 
report, which has just been published, entitled ‘‘The Place and Function 
Modern Languages the Publie Schools.’’ 

The more significant its ten recommendations are the following: 

That foreign language instruction begin the seventh grade. 

That foreign language studied for six years course 
throughout the four years high school. 
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That practically pupil excluded from the trial period one 
year the beginning the course. 

That the idea ‘‘language instrument communication’’ 
stressed. 

That much wider use made audio-visual devices. 

That special high school foreign languages established for the 
linguistically gifted and for those who wish use foreign languages voca- 
tionally. 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST CHAPTER 


committee, composed the following members the Department 
Languages and Literature the University Washington (Car- 
roll Reed, Richard Wilkie, Herman Meyer, Chairman), invited the 
teachers German the Pacific Northwest meeting Saturday, Oc- 
tober 23, for program and The first part the program con- 
sisted papers the subject language teaching and methodology the 
following: Professor Peters, Reed College; Dean Herman Hopf, 
Yakima Valley Junior College; Mrs. Selma Muller, Lincoln High School, 
Tacoma. After period discussion the above papers, business 
was held which was decided ask for affiliation with the Amcrican 
Association Teachers German the Pacific Northwest Chapter. Meet- 
ings will held each autumn, and Reed College will act host the 
autumn 1949. The following officers were elected: Professor Peters, 
Reed College, Portland, Oregon, President; Professor Charles Borden, 
University British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia, Vice-President; 
Mrs. Selma Muller, Lincoln High School, Tacoma, Washington, 
Mr. Walter Campbell, Franklin High School, Seattle, Washington, Treas- 
urer. After the adjournment the regular meeting, thirty-two those 
present met for lunch the University Y.M.C.A. 


FOREIGN LANGUAGE ENROLLMENT 
Schools the City New York 
German 


German ranks fourth among the modern languages with erollment 
7279. Although shows total increase only 10, grew 663 43% 
the junior high schools since last term. There also slight increase 
the evening schools. 


FOREIGN LANGUAGE ENROLLMENT October 1948 


February 1948 October 1948 Gain Percent 
French 45,972 48,532 2560 
German 7,269 7,279 
Greek 
Hebrew 3,265 3,727 462 
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Italian 10,077 10,887 810 
Latin 11,465 10,417 -1048 
Spanish 56,672 60,387 3715 
*Norwegian 
*Gaelic 
General Language 744 957 213 
135,593 142,305 6712 
evening school only 
Divisions 
Senior High Schools 96,511 92,212 
Junior High Schools 33,180 44,153 
Evening High Schools 5,178 5,153 
Schools 724 787 


Dr. THEODORE HUEBENER 


Director Foreign Languages 


UNIVERSITY KENTUCKY FOREIGN LANGUAGE CONFERENCE 


The first meeting what gives promise being permanent annual 
institution was held the campus the University Kentucky, April 22-24, 
1948, when foreign language teachers from states, representing colleges 
and over half many high schools gathered Lexington, Kentucky, 
attend the University Kentucky Foreign Language Conference. The at- 
tendance this first conference (over 300), and the wide-spread geographical 
representation, provided tangible evidence the interest the conference, 
but most gratifying was the quality the papers presented. The general 
quality was unusually good while number the papers would have ranked 
high any program. Along with the general feeling satisfaction the 
part those attending, one regret, voiced repeatedly, should brought 
the attention the program committce, namely, that the various general and 
group meetings failed provide time for discussion the group whole. 
hoped that steps will taken remedy this lack the planning 
future conferences. Another for which the committee, however, 
ean not held responsible, was the failure the chairmen few 
meetings hold the speakers their allotted time. most cases, slight 
extension the time scheduled for the session permitted partial 
tion for this lapse, however, the remainder the time had made 
more hurried reading other papers the program with attendant 
injustice their authors and members the group for whom these more 
hurriedly read papers may have held special interest. 


Aside from the points voiced above, the program was carefully and 
well prepared and the meetings ran smoothly. Four general meetings were 
arranged featuring individual lectures Frederick Wahr (Professor 
German, University Michigan), Walter Agard (Head the Department 


THE GERMAN QUARTERLY 


Classics, University Wisconsin), James Tharp (Professor the 
Teaching Foreign Languages, Ohio State University), and Tom Wallace 
(Editor the Louisville Times). two further general sessions, interest- 
ing variety papers was presented, related general way the theme 
the Conference: Languages for Enlightenment’’. more imme- 
diate specific interest teachers the various languages were the two 
group meetings apiece for German, French, Spanish, and Classical Languages. 


The fourteen papers presented the two meetings the German Group 
offered refreshing combination topics which literary research pre- 
dominated, but variety was provided judicious admixture pedagogical 
studies and reports. would impossible report this length 
justice any sort discussion the papers read before the German Group, 
and would doing distinct injustice the entire collection 
and interesting papers certain ones were singled out for detailed discus- 
sion. Some idea the character and range subjects, however, may 
gained from the following titles: Faust: Man Nietzsche and 
Undergraduate German Courses Yesterday and Tomorrow; Thomas 
Mann’s Latest Novel; The Garden Theme Hesse’s Lessing’s 
Standardized and Final Grades; The Char- 
acterization Bancbanus Grillparzer’s Ein Treuer Diener seines Herrn’’. 
the German Group, the others, regret was expressed the failure 
provide time for comments and discussion. Such group discussions, addi- 
tion the direct benefit derived from the exchange ideas, tend also 
knit the group more closely together. also suggested that separate group 
luncheons the various language sections could likewise further the esprit 
corps. after all this community intcrests, the meeting those 
with similar aims and ideals, the inspiration derived from the social and 
spiritual with professional colleagues from which flow the true and 
lasting benefits such conferences. hoped that succession 
University Kentucky Foreign Language Conferences may multiply such 
inspirational 
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REVIEWS 


HELMUT, AND TWADDELL, FREEMAN, German. New York: Henry Holt 
and Co., 1947. pp. $2.50. 

The core Kehder and Twaddell’s course mimicry memorization 
some hundreds German sentences. Some sentences make one 
unit, which the instructor recites, and which the students learn during the 
class period constant repetition. Further drill home will help the 
student overlearn these sentences such extent that becomes 
for that tiny fraction The only visual help 
this oral-aural method are English transwordings the units which the 
learner has before him while hears the German sentences. Only after 
sufficient exposure the spoken word, may the user German consult the 
Schriftbild the German sentences the respective unit. 

Each these units supplemented abundant variation drills. English 
translations pattern sentences with slight changes force the student 
make the necessary adjustments while using the basic sentences has 
memorized; practice conversations with natural variations the unit 
questions and conversation themcs train and stimulate the beginner during 
his first attempts using what has far only learned heart. 

The grammatical notes the end each unit are inductive first, but 
become more and more systematic the grammatical information accumu- 
lates. The authors have dared concern themselves with the 
structure German their treatment grammatical problems and 
deviate completely from the Graeco-Latin method presentation. the 
first three units, German word order taken up, the cases are discussed 


connection with the personal pronouns, the numerals easy and useful for 
the tyro follow unit four, and goes on, one pedagogically useful 


violation the Alexandrine grammarians’ code after the other. 
German vocabulary and grammar drill contained specially printed work- 
book, designed supplement German. 

After two units with their grammar and exercise appendices, follow read- 
ing selections containing the words, idioms, and syntactical forms the pre- 
units, and additional number new words, which are become 
part the student’s passive vocabulary. 

The pedagogic skill and the experience the authors limit the criticism 
this reviewer one principal objection and the correction several trifles. 

The authors have obviously written excellent conversation grammar. 
However, their claim that training conversational German pays dividends 
reading ability debatable. Conversational German lacks almost com- 
pletely the syntactical difficulties and the complexity style for which 
literary and technical German famous. Since German predominantly 
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built conversational subject matter, contains only few sentences which 

are longer than two lines. Even the specific reading selections seldom leave 

the range the tourist vocabulary and the conventional speech cliché. 
Missprints, Americanisms and other Schönheitsfchler, which might 

for the second edition, are the following: 

(and other places) dieser Stadt should hier. 

103 with all other prepositions incorrect since many prepositions governing 

the dative are not mentioned. 

125 (and other places) Bahnhof better auf dem Behnhof. 

143 fand sich should suchte sich. 

144 den Bahnhof better auf den Bahnhof. 

166 auf beiden Seiten should beiden 

173 die einen bildet should die mit anderen Autobahnen 

einen Knotenpunl.t bildet. 

176 bei herannahender Lebensgefahr should bei drohender Lebensgefahr. 

227 jener grosse Mann better der grosse Mann da. (Our American 

Jener was ridiculed Thomas Mann his novel Faustus). 

233 Lam mit rasender better 

298 studieren should lernen, compare also sections and 

where should read Schüler and not Student. 

303 Mähre not ‘‘mare’’ but ‘‘nag’’. 

307 Motore should Motoren. 

The vocabulary gives Panne flat tire but that Reifenpanne. Motor 


trouble would better translation. 
MENO SPANN 


H., AND TWADDELL, F., German Area Readings. New York: 

Henry Holt Company, 1947. IX+173 XLVI. $1.90. 

mistake which still being made the teaching German during the 
second hundred class hours the abrupt introduction comparatively diffi- 
cult reader. remedy this situaticn, different methods have been devised 
the past: graded readers, intermediate readers with partial interlineation, 
readers with page-facing vocabulary and idiom glossary. Rehder and Twadell’s 
German Arca Readings constitute methodical advance beyond 
predecessors. 

The new method might defined method multiple approach, 
ie. the final reading selection gradually introduced ingenious series 
propaedeutie exercises. The book consists six units, each which 
averages about thirty pages. the beginning the unit there Summary 
introducing the student simple German sentences the topie this par- 
ticular unit. Next comes the Vocabulary Practice more less 
disconnected developing into entire paragraphs the 
later units with English translations juxtaposition. Each Vocabulary 
Practice followed exercises which check the progress. After 
the Vocabulary Practice has been drilled, the student will be-familiar with 
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the vocabulary, idioms and most the syntactie diffieulties contained 
the Reading Practice, the goal the unit. How carefully these Reading 
Practices have been introduced shown the fact that the 
material extends over least twice many pages the reading selections 
proper. ‘‘In the reading sections sentence structure the chief concern, and 
the style intended moderately complex about the level non- 
technical exposition with literary pretensions, the soberer 
descriptive passages work imaginative literature.’’ Particularly in- 
genious are the Check Reading the end the Reading 
Practice: The questions are arranged meaningful units, checking the total 
comprehension rather than the recollection key-word; unfinished sentences 
have matched with completion items which outnumber them two 
one, etc. 


Four the six units have additional Grammar Reviews, better term 
would have been Grammar since they discuss some the common 
trouble makers literary German which are too subtle for elementary gram- 
mars. The Grammar Reviews lack the careful planning from which the rest 
the book has benefited. Why are two units without them? Many more 
trouble makers which occur the text should have been explained. The choice 
topics for grammatical discussion quite arbitrary and unnecessarily in- 
complete. The relative pronoun, e.g., discussed, but difficult relative 
which occur the text are not mentioned. (du, die and use 
was) Under participles and participial constructions mention made 
the appositive participle (e.g., von herkommend) which frequently 
occurs the text. 


The subject matter the reader German geography, and one might 
doubt the desirability such specialized reading topic. The authors point 
out that more than 90% their book’s vocabulary falls within the scope 
Purin’s Standard German Vocabulary. There is, nevertheless, too much repeti- 
tion certain words which not need it. The fourth unit, for example, 
deals with German mountain ranges, and words like Berg, Gebirge, Gebirgszug, 
Wald are frequently repeated every page, one page (101) times. 


The following errors need correction: 


die Alpen Norditalien 

auf dieser der Seite 

der deutsche ‘‘Sprachraum’’ (better Sprachgebiet) 

von fünf ‘‘Sprachen’’ umgeben 

Preussen ‘‘umfasst’’ den Löwenanteil 

eine des Friedens’’ 

(and other places) ‘‘zwar’’ without antithetical statement 
der gewaltige Ansturm ‘‘nagt’’ 

(and other places) manche translated ‘‘many’’ 

‘‘abstrakte’’ politische Linie 

ihrer ‘‘langsamen’’ Energie 

bei drohendem wie bei freundlichem Wetter pflegen sie diese athletische 
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Lebensweise fortzusetzen. Sentence incorreet content and 
form. 

Die Weinberge sind ‘‘auf’’ beiden Seiten sichtbar 

Expeditionen ‘‘wenden’’ sich diese schwere Aufgabe 

129.man has been eontinued the pronoun sein 


Northwestern University MENO SPANN 


Frans Grillparzer, Critical Biography. Oxford: Basil 
Blackwell, 1946. 188 pp. $3.75 


The theme the integration Grillparzer’s life and art not new 
(Cf. Ernst Alker: Aber die Geheimnisse seines Lebens sagt seine Kunst’’), 
but Mr. Yates applies himself with unusual ardor the task seeking out 
basis the poet’s personal experience for every literary work discussed 
this first half projected two-volume biography. Grillparzer’s epigram 
with the line, ‘‘Statt Dichter fijhl’ ich höchstens mich 
the author’s clue, and proceeds discover Grillparzer himself most 
the dramas, and Grillparzer’s contemporaries all them. discussing 
Sappho, emphasizes the problematical love older woman for 
younger man, and advances the suggestion that, since this disproporticn 
age was not salient feature the Sappho legend, may have presented 
itself Grillparzer the notorious liaison the brilliant actress Sophie 
Schröder with the painter Daffinger, whose youth and lowly origin are sug- 
gestive Phaon. Das Goldene Vlies, Mr. Yates sees unsparing por- 
trayal Grillparzer himself Jason and Charlotte von Paumgartten 
Medea. The King’s banishing Margarete, Ottokar, may another 
echo Grillparzer’s severance from Charlotte. 


Marie Daffinger (née Smolenitz) and Daffinger himself emerge here 
figures crucial and enduring importance Grillparzer’s life and conse- 
quently his art. Mr. Yates sees the relationship with Marie ‘‘the major 
erisis Grillparzer’s emotional and artistic life.’’ dismisses Kathi Fröh- 
lich with few rather casual references, but discerns Marie’s influence 
most the dramas, well many the lyrics and Das Kloster 
bei Sendomir. Marie claimed the model for Erny, Elga, Hero, Rahel, 
Esther, and Lukrezia; Daffinger, the role the interloper, seen 
Zawisch, Oginsky, and Otto von Meran; Daffinger’s personality said 
reflected Naukleros and Garceran. Even the du, ich soll 
Hütten bau’n,’’ which Reinhold Backmann ‘‘kann niemand 
anders als Kathi Fröhlich gerichtet sein,’’ resolutely claimed Mr. Yates 
for Marie, and Grillparzer’s quotation the Tagebijcher the line from 
Byron’s Manfred, ‘‘I loved her and destroyed her,’’ similarly reassigned. 


Mr. Yates’ strong sense personal loyalty Grillparzer very ap- 
parent; the well-known episode Grillparzer’s timorous rejection the 
opportunity spend evening alone with Goethe, Mr. Yates affirms con- 
fidently that ‘‘it was not weakness character, supposed, that kept 
him away.’’ does, however, admit Grillparzer’s tendencies toward 
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Weltflucht, and, after noting similar qualities loneliness and frustration 
Grillparzer and Beethoven, confesses that the great difference between 
the two lay ‘‘the inability the former against the ability the 
latter rise superior his own experience life.’’ 

This book obviously the result years painstaking research and 
devoted application, and will prove interesting Grillparzer scholars, many 
whom will nevertheless not accept toto. 

There are several typographical errors, the most serious being 
for ‘‘Charis’’, which robs its effect the quatrain appropriately placed 
under the frontispiece. Others noted were for 
page 155; ‘‘Leindenschaft’’ for ‘‘Leidenschaft’’, page 166; and 
for Naukleros’’ page 179. 

DRAKE 


Univeristy 


FRIEDERICH, WERNER P., Outline-History German Literature. (College 
Outline Series). New York: Barnes Noble, 1948. 326 pp. $1.50. 
This book lays elaim originality interpretation. seems this 

reviewer that the author and his two collaborators have achieved their goal 

splendid arrangement and logical organization. The outline presented here 
should prove valuable for undergraduate survey course, and perhaps even 
oceasionally for ready reference more mature students German literature. 

should pointed out that the chapter contemporary German literature 

unusually full. This important, for frequently for the stu- 

dent find good references this field. One need not critical the 
authors, because some names are included here which will probably unim- 
portant decades come. 

The outline also intended for students literatures other than German; 
this explains the fact that titles books are translated into English 
side the German title, and that lists English translations German lit- 
erary works have been added. Even the more advanced student will the 
bibliographical useful. chronological table covering four pages 
included, and excellent index enhances the value this outline. 

The authors have used language which simple enough for the under- 
graduate. They have given sufficient general historical information about each 
period, and have indicated something Germany’s literary relations with the 
other countries for the corresponding period. 

Professor Friederich has dedicated this book his native Switzerland. 

DUNNINGTON 


Northwestern State College 


Natchitoches, 
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Jean Paul und die Schweiz. Leipzig: (Verlag von Huber 
Co., Frauenfeld), 1943. 132 pp. $1.20. 


The foremost Jean Paul scholar has brought together eomplete form 
masterful presentation Switzerland’s importance Jean Paul’s writings, 
even though never visited that nation. His works were widely ready there, 
and later years had their influenee such authors Gottfried Keller, 
Meyer, and Hermann Hesse. This volume the outgrowth article 
the same subject which Berend published the Neue Ziircher Zeitung 
the centennial Jean Paul’s death. Unpublished letters and manuscripts 
large extent form the basis this work. 

relates that visit Switzerland was the one great unfulfilled 
desire Jean Paul’s life. Chapter III, dealing with Jean Paul’s personal 
with Swiss contemporaries, perhaps the most interesting portion 
the book; Lavater the best known name found here. The most amusing 
and, one may say, touching reading this volume deals with man little 
formal schooling, Swiss station, unknown history: Johann 
David Mumenthaler (1772-1838). His correspondence with Jean Paul hegan 
1808 ‘‘fan mail,’’ and continued over long period years. clos- 
ing, Berend points out detail how extensive Jean Paul’s knowledge 
Swiss literature was, and also shows his attitude toward much it. 

The author has appended copious notes and useful bibliographical refer- 
ences, the result long years Jean Paul research. index proper 
names rounds out the splendid quality this book. Format and typography 
are excellent. 

WALDO DUNNINGTON 


Northwestern State College 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 


Zur MÜHLEN, Geschichten Heute und Gestern, edited Wil- 

liam Gaede and Flora Buck Klug. New York: Henry Holt Co., 1946. 

Pp. 129 lix. $1.50. 

Teachers who desire some whimsical, well-told stories for reading the 
second-year level will find this eolleetion ten stories the eontemporary 
Austrian author, Hermynia zur very attractive. Varying length 
from two nine pages, the stories are finely-drawn vignettes the fraility 
and magnanimity human character. They frequently end with surprising 
twist which adds eonsiderably their effeetiveness. The locale the stories 
where indieated—is South Germany, Switzerland, Austria. The lan- 
guage, while containing sufficient colloquial quality lend flavor, still 
within the reach the second-year student. The writing generally straight- 
forward and fairly easy style. The occasionally difficult constructions and 
idiomatie expressions are dealt with footnotes the bottom each page. 

frequently the case with collections, the number vocabulary items 
rather large: the end vocabulary, which aims complete, contains 
pages for the pages story material. not only supplies information 
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about persons and places and translations common idiomatic but 
also contains separate entries for verb forms which are not readily recognized 
second-year students. only few cases will the teacher need supple- 
ment the vocabulary definitions make them adequate for the stories: 
gegenüber, perlustriercn, Portier, Portiersloge, Servus. 

the opinion the editors, recent developments have confirmed the 
belief that ‘‘a modern foreign language should presented living 
spoken language’’ and have reaffirmed desirable objective the ability 
speak the language. They hold that ‘‘such ability necessitates firm gram- 
matical foundation and adequate vocabulary.’’ this latter end they 
have provided two sets exercises. The ‘‘Review Grammar Exercises’’ 
the Appendix present direct method exercises for review common points 
elementary grammar. The exercises following each the first eight stories 
offer uniformly planned drill material more advanced character. Each 
group exercises contains twenty German questions test 
story content, sections devoted grammar and word study, and five topies 
for composition. The grammar exercises treat points which are touched upon 
sketchy fashion the elementary stage: participles adjectives; sub- 
junctive mood; passive voice; dative and accusative objects with verbs; verb 
prefixes; modal auxiliaries; adjectives, participles, infinitives substantives; 
indefinite pronouns; sentence structure. The word study drills seek increase 
the student’s ability expand his analysis and analogy. The 
use suffixes, prefixes, compounds, and derivatives all receive attention. 

Only two misprints were noticed this reviewer: Lurus-Bar, page 97, 


and ablehnend, page iii the vocabulary. 
BERRETT 


Indiana University 


GERHART HAUPTMANN: Sieben Reden gehalten seinem Gedächtnis. Heraus- 
gegeben von Hans von Hülsen. Verlag Deutsche Goslar 
1947, 101 pp. 

Gerhart Hauptmann died June 1946, his Silesian home Der 
Wiesenstein’’ and was buried half month later the island Hiddensee 
the Baltic. Under ordinary most the great German papers 
and periodicals would have brought notices and articles reviewing the life 
and work this famous representative modern European literature; but 
the German crities and scholars after World War were lacking ways and 
means have anything printed and had resort the spoken word. Seven 
addresses, given different parts Germany, commemorating the passing 
Gerhart Hauptmann have now been collected book form and are acces- 
sible the friends the poet. 

Ivo Hauptmann short talk Hamburg reported the last days and 
the funeral his father told him witnesses and touched with 
emphasis upon the fact that his father never was sympathy with 
the Nazi movement. The few words Gerhart Pohl, one the last com- 
panions the poet, spoken the casket Agnetendorf before the body was 
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shipped Hiddensee stressed Hauptmann’s great understanding man’s 
soul. Stralsund another young friend last years, Johannes 
Becher, eulogized dithyrambie words the poet representative the 
best that Germany had offer the world. 

long address given the novelist Frank Thiess Hamburg really 
beautiful essay exquisite language and filled with many deep and pene- 
trating thoughts. creative Thiess that—expressed his views 
about the life work and the fame great priest and prophet, for 
regarded Gerhart Hauptmann: priest who knew the weakness and frailty 
the human race and prophet who could express symbols the experiences 
man. 

The American reader these addresses must amazed the fact that 
the three longest ones were given university towns and before student 
audiences. Hauptmann’s old friend Behl spoke Erlangen and in- 
dicated that creator and magus Hauptmann knew how form the 
physical well the metaphysical elements man’s existence, while Feliz 
Voigt, who together with Behl has been entrusted Hauptmann with the 
task editing the collected works, talked before the students Wiirzburg 
the last period the poet’s creative work, showing that Hauptmann de- 
veloped his own classicism based upon paganism, mysticism, and Christianity, 
and that the poet his totality really defies ready-made label. 

Pohl, Thiess, and Behl before him, Hans von Hülsen, whom 
owe one the best biographies Hauptmann, reminded his listencrs 
Goethe’s career when speaking the students Heidelberg. Goethe and 
Hauptmann both lived through tumultuous phases history and never sub- 
mitted the clamor the hour, but remained independent even they 
were criticised for their aloof attitude. Both were poets bent upon timeless- 
ness. Even part their work had significance only for their contempo- 
raries, the best it, however, expressed absolute values, good for all epochs. 
Furthermore one must grateful Hans von for having made 
clear why Hauptmann stayed Germany under Nazi control.and doing 
rendered protest’’ against Hitler’s enslavement the German 
people and the German mind. 

HERMANN 


The University Missouri 


and Co., 1947, viii 212 pp. $1.56. 

This text some extent request performance, since most the 
material has already appeared the Jugendpost. This means that the 
Gespräche are the main tried and tested and approved texts which teachers 
throughout the country expressed desire have collected more permanent 
form with exercises and vocabulary. 

That many teachers should have made such request not surprising 
when one examines the contents the book. One looks vain for the 
usual defects the typical conversation book, the desperate attempts 
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tailoring each selection predetermined length, the lame attempts 
humor, the unnatural heaping vocabulary effort say the same 
thing every possible variation. the contrary, the reader immediately 
struck the refreshing spontaneity situation covering wide range 
topics encountered everyday life. One almost suspects that some the 
selections were taken down shorthand recorded hidden microphone 
the homes the authors. This complete naturalness tone further 
supported the avoidance any attempt grading the selections 
introducing vocabulary merely for its own sake, artificially fixing the 
length the conversations. The result that they can taken any 
order, can read memorized, are easily translated into colloquial English 
and their very spontaneity include wealth useful vocabulary occurring 
natural sentences, All the technical terms our mechanized daily lives 
—specifically those related our cars and our radios—are included per- 
fectly normal and unstrained situations. The language, might expected, 
genuine German Umgangssprache free all personal regional pecu- 
liarities unnecessarily idiomatic turns phrase. 


Four playlets are included, suitable for dramatization the classroom 
special occasions, for example the German Club. marked contrast 
the generally colloquial tone the majority the Gespriiche and playlets, 
one the latter, Heimkehr Weihnachtsabend, characterized rather 
high-flown literary style, perhaps intentional carry-over the reading- 
matter advanced classes. One does feel, however, that this intention should 
have been somehow specifically stated, lest students get the unfortunate 
impression that humble folk the North Sea coast actually talk such 
lofty phrases. 

parallel English translations are with the conversations and 
playlets, and one distinctly feels that their absence most welcome, since 
they would only interfere with the spontaneity the German and the direct 
comprehension new words out wholly natural context. the 
vocabulary the back the book complete and meticulously com- 
piled that additional notes explanations are needed. designed 
that the book can used early the first year without serious difficulties 
for the students. this end all irregular verb-forms are given separate 
entries and idioms are explained under the key word. 


battery well-thought-out exercises included with each selection, 
and these display the same background sound pedagogical experience 
does the text itself. There are none the innocuous questions calling for 
mere parrot-like repetition the text. the contrary the questions are 
based the situation and require real thinking and active use living 
language. say the exercises are designed give Sprachgefühl sounds almost 
like understatement. All the grammatical variations necessary for 
agile adaptation known phrases new situations are practiced natural 
phraseology, and the same principle ingeniously implied word-formation. 
Finally set Aufgaben form the transition narrative style needed for 


reading and composition. 


REVIEWS 


Only the following three misprints were noted: 22, line Apfelkucken 
for Apfelkuchen; 99, third line Übung A.1.: kür- for kürz-; 132, line 
stehen blieb for stehenblieb. 
Massachusetts Institute Technology 


von Herman, Physik, Wärmelehre, Magnetismus, Elektrizität, 
edited Siegfried Muller. Boston: Heath, 1946, viii pp. 
$0.48. 


This most recent addition the Heath Visible Vocabulary German 
Series the field Scientific German like the previous three volumes 
well-edited and carefully annotated. contains besides the nucleus vocabulary 
brief discussion the more common difficult constructions met Scientific 
German. There can doubt now the success the Visible Vocabulary 
method. The students seem enjoy the relative ease with which they can read 
the prepared text and apparently improve their ability read themselves 
the same rate they the editions which have complete vocabulary 
the back. have recently read the Visible Vocabulary Series 
and discovered appreciable difference the mastery the material. 
any, was that the classes which used the Visible Vocabulary edition were 
able cover the material more rapidly. 

The chief weakness this text lies its choice reading matter. From 
the excerpts von Baravalle’s book which Siegfried Muller, the editor, 
selected, gained the impression that popularized, semi-scientific 
presentation the various fields which physics embraces. While the student 
may derive some pleasure from reading very simplified presentation the 
basic elements his science German, will never the course his 
research physics have occasion read such popular book. will 
reading either highly technical textbook or, more likely, journal. Muller’s 
excerpts not contain, for example, single formula diagram and 
mentions references present-day research. the other hand, the inter- 
national Morse code included and covers nearly half page. up-to-date 
textbook physics one could surely expect some discussion of, say, nuclear 
physics, but instead the fields discussed are heat, magnetism, and electricity. 
the presented were more up-to-date and more scientific, this text- 
book would considerably more useful. 

University Florida 


von Fritz, Monograph Dr. Alvin Kronacher with Introduc- 
tion Professor Albert Einstein. New York: Rudolf Schick Publishing 

Co., 1946. Translated Julia Stiller. pp. Price $2.50. 

“Here have exception,” writes Dr. Einstein the Christian pacifist- 
poet, German, who flourished concomitantly with the rise the Third 
Reich. Scion three-hundred-years’ line Junkers, nevertheless 
definitely—even violently and vociferously—a man peace. Kronacher’s 
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illustrated monograph Unruh includes chapter from the extraordinary 
émigré’s new surrealist-like novel, The End Not Yet, and Max Osborn’s 
essay, “Unruh the Painter.” For his versatile genius expresses itself not only 
the drama, poetry, and the novel, but also portraiture with the paintbox 
and brushes. 

Unruh, who left Germany 1932, had one thing common with his 
arch-enemy, Hitler: Each was wounded World War and each recovered 
revolutionary resolve: Hitler’s course was war; but Unruh’s was fight 
with all his literary might—becoming world-recognized even 1914— 
precisely against war, “murderer all things.” His early dramas and 
Prinz Louis Ferdinand point his ultimate rebellion against his class and 
calling; for the author took the side individual responsibility against formal 
obedience military superiors. But all his works from 1914 renounce 
with dramatic vituperation the whole profession Mars. That Unruh was 
product Humanistic High School argument for Germany’s ancient 
heritage Humanism which modern Kultur viciously displaced (prior 
that Kultur’s displacement Germany herself among modern nations). 

His great anti-war works were applauded, however, Germany well 
the rest Europe and the United States, between the two world wars. 
His present biographer, who also staged his important plays, lists the prizes 
Gerinany gave him follows: the Kleist Prize (1915); the Das Junge 
Deutschland Prize (1920); the Grillparzer Prize (1923); and the Staats 
Schiller Prize (1927), received the year was elected the Berlin Academy 
Poets. “The Violin Maker,” excerpted here from Unruh’s The End Not 
Yet, reveals the poet’s power portray horror prose. 

Hess 
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GERMAN ONE 


CULTURAL APPROACH 


Assistant Professor German, Wayne University 


One the leading titles the Houghton Mifflin 
Company spring list, Bihl’s German One teaches reading, 
writing, and speaking German and also has extremely 
thorough coverage German grammar. The sixteen lessons 
this grammar can completed one semester 
average-size class. Each lesson has three parts: Reading 
Text; Grammatical Explanations; and Assignments. The 
Reading Texts emphasize the cultural aspect Germany: 
its geography, history, social customs, art, music, and litera- 
ture. The vocabulary carefully chosen. Frequency lists 
have been consulted though, owing the nature 
the reading, they have not been slavishly observed. Five 
the sixtcen lessons are mainly descriptive, four are con- 
versations, and seven combine narrative and conversation. 
The Grammatical Explanations are presented the indue- 
tive method, but tables are used stress the fundamentals 
German accidence. the Assignments, following the 
reading and translation exercises, there are always gener- 
ous number questions—to train the student aural 
comprehension, strengthen his grasp the grammar 
and and require him think and express 
himself German. 


The text contains seven maps and sixteen pages 
half-tone illustrations. With the exception certain pro- 
nunciation exercises and the eight songs the back, the 
book set roman type. 


Houghton Mifflin Company titles in German are under the 
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German teachers everywhere are mak'ng increasing use 
of 16 mm. Sound Films as supplementary teaching aids. 
Films can be used effectively as a special feature of your 
eurrieu'um. Films are entertaining and informative aids 
in bringing the culture and history of Germany to your 
students. Here is a partial list of German Film Classics.* 


DIE FLEDERMAUS (based the world- 
famous operetta Johann Strauss). The 
first post-war German film color. Beauty 
and spectacle period recorded magnifi- 
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for the American Association Teachers German 
West Virginia University, 
and Quincy Stanford University. 


“There much wasteful repetition textbook-vocabularies. This 
increases textbook prices. Heretofore the was unavoidable, 
since adequate small dictionary was available. the future, 
German textbook-vocabularies can reduced very considerably 
the words which have satisfactory equivalents the Minimum Stand- 
ard German Vocabulary Dictionary are omitted. 


far the greatest advantage the Minimum Standard Ger- 
man Vocabulary Dictionary the fact that has been accepted 
the American Association Teachers German. This should mean 
much every teacher German, whether member that organi- 
zation not. Here, last, all will give whole-hearted operatioa, 
opportunity take great step forward. 


“Furthermore, the Minimum Standard German Vocabulary Diction- 
ary recommends itself its own merits. the product many 
years patient toil and effort the part capable and experi- 
enced committee. One needs only remember the lists, addition 
the M.L.T. List, which the committee-members had aid them 
their final selections. 


“The paragraph-arrangement and the word-family scheme the 
Minimum Standard German Vocabulary Dictionary cannot help but 
appeal teachers who have attempted teach this principle. 
This will doubt lighten the teachers’ load considerably, and, 
the same time, increase the students’ vocabularies.” 


Stanley Sharp, German Textbook Vocabularies and Supplemen- 
tary Dictionary The Modern Language Journal XXI, (December, 
1936), pp. 157-161. 
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THE GERMAN QUARTERLY 


indispensible tool 
for the study German 


New German Dictionary 


The original CASSELL’S GERMAN DIC- 
TIONARY has long been standard work for 
students interested literary German. Now the 
inelusion extensive scientific and technical 
vocabulary makes valuable students interest- 
scientific and technical German well. 


OTHER FEATURES PARTICULAR INTEREST 
STUDENTS ARE 


new phonetic key accord with the International Pho- 
netic Alphabet 


American well English phrasing definitions 


complete tables German weights, measures, coinage, 
proper names, etc. 


lists German and English irregular verbs 


gender nouns indicated German-English sections 


Beautifully and durably bound special cloth 
1519 pages more than 87,000 German entries 
more than 43,000 English entries 
sample copy approval 


Plain, $4.00 Thumb indexed, $4.75 


FUNK WAGNALLS COMPANY 


153 East 24th Street, New York 10, 
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THE GERMAN QUARTERLY 


AVAILABLE NOW 
for your students 


CERTIFICATE MERIT 


for excellence two-year, three-year, 
and four-year course German 


| 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION TEACHERS GERMAN 


Cortificate of (Merit 


awarded 


For Outstanding Achievement in 3 
Course German 


Especially designed Robert Nelson, nationally known designer, 
and printed colors Genuine Parchment Double-Weight Paper. 


Eligibility Requirements: 
eligible for the award, student must have average 
least percent his studies German. 
Not more than percent the members any one class may 
receive the award. The maximum number students from any 
one class who may receive the award five. 


Certificates are available only schools which least one 
member the faculty member the A.A.T.G. 


PRICE: $.35 each for $1.00 
Allow weeks for delivery 


Obtainable from 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION TEACHERS GERMAN 


Edgar Hemminghaus, Treasurer 
Hunter College 


695 Park Avenue New York 21, 
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THE FRENCH REVIEW 


Published six times year 
the 
Amer. Teachers French 


Literary and Pedagogical Articles 
Phonetic Discussions 
Book Reviews 


News Interest Teachers the 
French language and literature 


$3.00 year Libraries $3.00 
Editor-in-Chief 
Brooklyn College 
address correspondence 


1309 Carroll Street 
Brooklyn, 


Send Check to Advertisers write 


GEORGE B. WATTS H. THAYER HEATON 
Sec.-Treas. 415 Lexington Ave. 
Davidson College New York 17, 
Davidson, N.C. N. Y. 


“The outstanding general journal of 
modern language teaching in the United 
States.” 


THE MODERN 
LANGUAGE JOURNAL 


brings to its readers every month stimu- 
lating and helpful articles on methods, 
materials, pedagogical research, publica- 
tions and textbooks in the field. 


Edited Julio del Toro, University 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan. Pub- 
lished by the National Federation of 
Modern Language Teachers Associations. 

Eight issues a year, monthly except 
June, July, August, and September. Cur- 
rent subscription, $3.00 a year. Foreign 
countries (including Canada), $3.50 a 
year net in U.S.A. funds. 


. Sample copy on request 
Stephen L. Pitcher, Business Manager 


7144 Washington Avenue 
ST. LOUIS MISSOURI 


THE GERMAN QUARTERLY 
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Established 1917 


TEACHERS’ JOURNAL 


Published The American Associa- 
tion Teachers Spanish 
and Portuguese 


Editor: Grattan The 
George Washington University, 
Washington D.C. 

Four large numbers (128 pages) 
year (February, May, August, No- 
vember). Subscription (all coun- 
tries), including membership 
the Association, $3.00 (U.S.A.) 
year. 

Send subscriptions to: Graypon 
Secretary-Treasurer, Flo- 
rida State University, 
Florida. Sample copy free re- 
quest. 

For advertising rates, address: 
Advertising 
The Choate School, Wal- 
lingford, Connecticut. 

Circulation (August, 1948): 

4700 copies 


Etudes 


PARIS VIé 


Revue trimestrielle 


Abonnement annuel 1948 Dollars 
1947 Dollars 


TWO NEW GERMAN READERS 


DEUTSCHE KULTUREPOCHEN 


Arno Schirokauer, Johns Hopkins University; and 
George Nordmeyer, Yale University 
With notes Murray Peppard, Amherst College 
series twelve panoramie essays, this text spans 
the entire compass German history the 
light its for today’s world. The contribu- 
tions the German speaking people European civili- 
zation and Western culture such important fields 
music, psychology, medicine, literature, philosophy and 
science are dealt with dramatically terms per- 
sonalities and ideas, Written lively and stimulating 
style, each essay presents richly woven tapestry 
great period German history. 
The essays have been carefully edited with visible, 
well alphabetical, vocabulary. Extensive notes Eng- 
lish provide the minimum information necessary iden- 
tify the references the text. 


DREI NOVELLEN 


Edited John Kurtz 


The dominant purpose the editing these stories— 
Storm’s Der Schimmelreiter, Keller’s Die Drei Gerechten 
Kammacher, and Kleist’s Michael Kohlhaas—has been 
make them more readable, and therefore accessible 
second third semester college students. Distinctive 
features the editing include: 
Simplification the deletion extraneous and epi- 
sodic passages and the judicious revision syntax. 
Analyses the stories English for the discussion 
their broader implications and significance. 
complete alphabetical vocabulary and copious foot- 
notes. 


Send for your copies today! 


HENRY HOLT 


Early February are publishing Urlaub,” novel the 
contemporary Swiss writer Kurt Let describe briefly you: 


The protagonist, Swiss machine gunner, goes A.W.O.L. from his camp 
outside Zurich, believing has killed his sergeant brawl. Harried for 
hours during cold winter night Zurich, tries elude the police and obtain 
civilian clothes and money order escape over the French border. 
becomes involved series exciting adventures. spite his determination 

resist any emotional entanglements and ruthlessly carry out his purpose, his 

own innate decency and human sympathy toward the people with whom comes 

contact make impossible for him escape. The closer approaches actual 
physical escape the more clear becomes his mind that cannot escape 
himself and the consequences his own actions. finally returns camp 

q 

q 


and hands himself over justice. 


WILDER URLAUB compelling psychological novel well 
exciting story the chase, reminiscent THE SEVENTH CROSS 
Hitchcock movie. written direct, uncomplicated style with short sen- 
tences and plenty conversation. The vocabulary useful and thoroughly 
modern. comprises about 3,000 entries. The volume handy and 
practical length and can most satisfactorily used 3rd and 4th semester 


classes. The book edited Fred Mueller. 
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